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THE FESTIVAL AND BUILDING AND 


CIVIL ENGINEERING 


THE purpose of the Festival of Britain, 1951, is to show 

the world the contributions to civilisation and progress 
made by our people, and from what we hear the displays 
now being arranged on the South Bank and at other centres 
throughout the country will commend themselves to our 
friends overseas as being well worth travelling thousands 
of miles to see. 


= 

Although the Festival is not intended primarily to be a 
trade fair or exhibition, it is idle to pretend that high hopes 
are not attached to its potential value to the country’s 
economy and financial well-being, and the South Bank 
Exhibition, in particular, is specifically designed to promote 
a far wider appreciation in foreign lands of Britain’s achieve- 
ments in the arts, sciences, technology and industrial design. 


The principal professions and industries engaged in these 
aspects of our national life will be represented in some form 
or other on the South Bank with, at present, one notable 
exception—the Building and Civil Engineering industries. 
It is true that the L.C.C. Concert Hall will, if work on its 
construction continues according to schedule, be completed 
by 1951, but even this welcome addition to our civic 
buildings, deserving as it undoubtedly will be of visitors’ 
admiration, will scarcely exemplify to the necessary degree 
the ramifications and activities of an industry through 
which no less than one half of the nation’s annual capital 
expenditure passes. Nor is the work of the industry 
confined to this country, for, since the war, there has been a 
remarkable increase in the number of firms operating and 
managing civil engineering and building projects of all 
kinds overseas. Large scale housing, irrigation and 
transport schemes in Iraq, Egypt, South Africa and India—- 
to mention but a few of the places where British firms and 
personnel are engaged—not only point to the pre-eminent 
reputation we havé for tasks of this kind, but indicate the 
material contribution these industries are making towards 
the advancement of civilisation. The building industry's 
record of overseas achievements in the last five years is one 
which any industry might with pardonatle pride seek to 
make more widely known. 

It is therefore fegrettable that the Festival authorities 
have not considered it desirable to make some provision for 
this on the South Bank, nor seen fit to appoint an official 
representative of the building industry as a member of any 
of its committees. Time is getting short and it Serves little 
purpose or advantage to examine and argue the reasons for 
this significant omission ; what does matter is that arrange- 
ments for the industry’s participation in the Festival 
programme be started without delay. Models, photo- 
graphs and similar displays, while not extravagant of space, 
may be relied upon to give a vivid and comprehensive. idea 
of activities both at home and overseas, which, as the 
industry itself has not been slow to suggest, are in the 
forefront of the social services. 


It would appear that there is need for early consultation 
between the Festival authorities and the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers and the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors to decide upon the best means of 
featuring building and civil engineering work. The 
Festival’s Architecture Council, we imagine, could be relied 
upon to give its advice and guidance. 

This is a matter in which the industry should not hesitate 
to take the initiative. It cannot, in all conscience, excuse 
itself from taking part in the Festival on the grounds that 
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its work can hardly interest the visiting layman. Building 
and civil engineering comprise one of the Jargest and most 
highly skilled of our industries—an important part of our 
national life and one of the most efficient. Its exclusion 
from the Festival means that visitors will leave our shores 
with a decidedly incomplete picture of our constructional 
prowess and ability. This should not be allowed to happen. 


HOW MANY SURVEYORS? 


THE reflections which we made here a month ago regard- 

ing the operation of the law of supply and demand on 
the pursuit and profession of Architecture do not find a 
ready parallel in the case of the Surveyor. Our observations 
in his regard would follow from quite another premise, 
inasmuch as the surveyor’s calling is fundamentally a 
response to an external demand, and his professional 
training, granted the aptitude, is largely a matter of tuition. 
We may, therefore, consider the recently published Report 
of the Building and Quantity Surveyors’ Sub-Committee 
to the Ministry of Labour* from a different and perhaps 
more prosaic standpoint, and this without disparagement 
to the quality of the professions concerned, for—as 
Mr. J. A. F. Watson, in his moving Presidential address a 
short while ago, reminded his fellow members of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors—the finest tradition of 
any calling is a readiness to serve, and the ruling spirit of a 
great profession is the spirit of service. 


This Report is one of a series designed to inquire into the 
future demand for professional services in various spheres, 
with the object of giving light to those bodies most con- 
cerned with the education and training of professional 
recruitment. Our particular observations here relate to 
building and quantity surveyors and the calls which are 
made for their services, primarily in and through the 
building industry, but ultimately in response to a demand 
which is public. The recent demand for surveyors, particu- 
larly quantity surveyors, has been heavy and there is no 





* Report to the Minister of Labour and National Service by the Building 
and Quantity Surveyors’ Sub-Committee app-iated by the Technical Personnel 
Committee. H.M.S.O., 6d. net. 
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immediate indication of it flagging. Yet there must in the 
nature of the case be a constant between the number of 
surveyors required and the total labour force in the building 
industry, as also between the latter and the capital invest- 
ment involved at any given time. To a limited extent 
present-day demands may be a false criterion because a 
considerable duplication of effort in the employment oi 
surveyors is accountable to licensing and the controls that 
go with it, to assessment of permissible amounts for war 


. damage and in exploratory work that never reaches fruition 


in building actually commenced. 


The Report suggests that the peak of recruitment to these 
professions has passed, on the grounds that full-time 
student courses for 1950 show a marked decrease. Bui 
does this follow? May it not be mainly that facilities and 
grants afforded by the Ministry of Labour to ex-service 
candidates are petering out and that recruitment has now 
reverted to the more normal channel of junior employment ’’ 
Reference to the published tables of the R.I.C.S. for 194° 
elicits the fact that 1,518 candidates entered for the Inter 
mediate stage of the building and quantity surveyors 
examinations. Of these only 574 passed—38 per cent 
This alone gives a carry forward of close on 1,000 “ try- 
againers ” in addition to the newcomers, indicating a large 
marginal complement still in the recruit stage. 


The second conclusion reached is that existing training 
facilities are adequate to meet anticipated recruitment. 
But can this be maintained when so large a percentage of 
Intermediate candidates fail to come up to standard? Or 
is it that the examiners are stepping up the standard by that 
much extra ? 


The conclusions reached in the Report may very probably 
be the correct ones, but it cannot be said that the figures 


.presented to us are alone sufficient evidence on which to 


base them. The net has scarcely been cast wide enough, 
and it is only the data presented by the R.I.C.S. that can be 
regarded as complete. Nevertheless, these Reports are 
evidence that the future field of professional activity is 
being carefully studied and the inferences from that are 
themselves comforting. 








From “ Modern European Buildings,’ by F. R. Yerbury. 


HELSINGFORS (HELSINKI) RAILWAY STATION. Won in competition in 1904 (completed 


1914) by Professor Eliel 


Saarinen, who has been awarded the Royal Gold Medal in Architecture. (See Note.) 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Saarinen: Royal Gold Medallist 


-M. THE KING, on the advice of 
the R.I.B.A., has conferred the 
Royal Gold Medal for Architecture on 
Professor Eliel Saarinen, Hon. Doctor 
of Architecture and City Planning of the 
University of Michigan and Director of 
the Department of Architecture and 
City Planning of the Cranbrook 
Academy of Art. Professor Saarinen, 
now in his 77th year, was born in Fin- 
land but has lived and worked in the 
U.S.A. since 1923 and has now taken 
American citizenship. 

The exhaustive biographical notes 
appended to Saarinen’s name appear like 
| long success story and, indeed, from 
the moment his firm (which he started 
while still at school) won the competition 
for the Tallberg apartment building at 
Helsinki (Helsingfors as then it was) he 
has not looked back. Eight major 
buildings were won in competitions 
before 1911, one being for the Helsinki 
railway station. In 1923 he emigrated 
with his family (he had married in 1904 
his partner Gesellius’s sister, who is a 
sculptor) to U.S.A. and established his 
connection with Michigan by building 
the boy’s school (1925) and the Academy 
of ‘Art (1926) at Cranbrook. The latter 
building was not completed until 1941. 
He is now President of the Academy. 
He has designed a number of important 
buildings in the States, the best known of 
the mhore recent being the Summer Opera 
House at Tanglewood, Massachusetts. 
The list of his honours and awards is a 
long one; it includes the Gold Medal of 
the American Institute of Architects. In 
1928 he published “ Search for Form.” 


A Revolutionary Design. 


SAARINEN’S most famous work is Jikely 
to remain the Helsingfors railway station. 
it took him six years of research and 
four years to build. ‘Af that time there 
was considerable confusion in railway 
station. design in Europe, and Saarinen 
consequently: had a great battle with the 
various interests concerned who failed 
to understand his new approach. As one 
writer has said: “ The Helsingfors station 
has been acclaimed by time and stands as 
a monument of honesty and courage.” A 
view is shown on facing page. Saarinen 
also won first prize in a competition for 
the Finnish House of Parliament. This 
was not built as the nationalist aspira- 
tions which the designs epitomised were 
not acceptable to Russia. The date?— 
1908. We learn that it is not likely that 
the Royal Gold Medallist will be able 
to visit England to receive the award in 
person. 


“ AH Souls’” Renewed. 


Wits the sad lack of new architecture 
in London (the R.I.B.A. has decided not 
to award its Street Architecture Medal 
this year, no particularly meritorious 
building having been erected), the eye 
naturally looks for anything in the form 
of an architectural diversion. Luckily, 
diversion of various sorts there always is; 
at this moment it ranges from the pre- 
parations on the South Bank to the re- 
furbishing of the exterior of All Souls’, 
Langham-place. Somewhere in this range 
must also be included the giant derrick in 
the Savile-row area, which, when floodlit 
at night, probably presents a more 
dramatic sight than anything of its kind 
in town. 

People have mixed feelings about All 
Souls’. At the moment its appearance is 
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slightly grotesque, about half being its 
customary soot-brown self (Lutyens once 
said that the glory of London’s Portland 
stone lay in its covering of soot), while 
the other half presents an appearance of 
pristine cleanliness. Its colour, when 
Nash designed it in 1824, was probably 
midway between the two, but, truth to 
tell, All Souls’ has always looked a trifle 
submerged by the almost aggressively 
clean suavity of the B.B.C. building, the 
more especially since one-third of its 
spire is still missing. Something of a prob- 
lem must be facing Mr. Joseph Emberton, 
the architect for the New Queen’s Hall; 
the question of good neighbourliness in 
design must be rearing its head in a really 
big way! 


Town Halls and Exhibition Space. 


A CHANCE VISIT to the St. Marylebone 
borough library was made very much 
worth while by the extremely interesting 
collection on view of photographs and 
paintings of the borough, organised by 
the St. Marylebone Society. The charm 
of the St. John’s Wood-Regent’s Park dis- 
trict is well known, and few parts of 
London offer better material for the 
photographer. The winter scenes in 
Regent’s Park are especially effective. 
The St. Marylebone library, although a 
comparatively new building (it was 
designed by Sir Edwin Cooper in the 
middle thirties), boasts of no exhibition 
space of reasonable size. The many ex- 
cellent shows which have been organised 
there in the past few years have, in all 
probability, been scaled down to suit the 
area used—the first-floor landing space. 
The reason for this is, of course, that it 
is only since the war that we have really 
seen the local boroughs of London take 
exhibitions of any kind seriously. That 
they are a good thing is clear enough to 
us to-day, but, unfortunately, few town 
halls or libraries were designed for such 
an event. However, St. Marylebone do 
extremely well with the limited space at 
their disposal. 


Festival Awards in Design. 


THe Council for Architecture, Town 
Planning and Building Research, on 
behalf of the Festival of Britain Council, 
has decided to invite nominations for 
awards for the achievement of a high 
standard in civic or landscape design. 
The main object of the scheme is to 
stimulate an interest in landscape ot 
architectural design which would be 
beneficial for future work. The scheme 
also has as an additional object the pro- 
vision of an historical record of accepted 
ideas of good design at the time of the 
Festival. Any buildings, or group of 
buildings, or any improvement to rural 
or urban landscaping (excluding very 
large nominations such as new towns or 
large development schemes, and very 
small nominations such as single houses) 
will be eligible for the award. The works 
must be in Great Britain and able to 
be viewed externally by the public. Their 
construction must have been begun after 
August 15, 1945, and must have reached 
a sufficiently advanced stage of com- 
pletion by September 1, 1950, to permit 
of visual judgment. 

Nomination forms (returnable by 
August 31 next) are available from the 
Secretary, Festival of Britain 1951, 
2, Savoy-court, London, W.C.2. 


Danish Architecture To-day. 


An exhibition of Danish Architecture 
of to-day will be on view at the R.IB.A. 
from February 28 to March 29. The 
exhibition is divided into seven sections 
and covers town planning, housing, civic 
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ELIEL SAARINEN, who has been 
awarded the Royal Gold Medal for 
Architecture for 1950. (See Note.) 


centres and churches, schools, recreation 
and sports buildings, factories and com- 
mercial buildings. While some of the 
buildings exhibited were built before the 
war, a large number were either com- 
pleted during the war period or have 
been built in the five years since the war. 
The exhibition will therefore be of par- 
ticular interest to those who have not 
had an opportunity of visiting Denmark 
in recent years. 

The exhibition will also include a few 
specially selected examples of furniture, 
textiles, ceramics, books, glass and other 
examples of good industrial design. 
These are, in most cases, likely to be 
articles designed more recently than at 
the time of the exhibition of Danish 
domestic design which was. held at the 
R.1LB.A. in 1947. : stale 

The three Danish architects primarily 
responsible for the organisation of the 
exhibition are Mr. Finn Juhl, Mr. Ole 
Hagen, and Mr. Esbjorn Hiort. 


The Architect's Moniker, 


THE medical profession, which for 
long has enjoyed a unique position as 
exponents of illegibility, must now look 
to its laurels. The current issve of the 
R.LB.A. Journal makes it clear that a 
strong challenge is beine issued by afchi- 
tects, for it is stated therein that “the 
illegibility of signatures and: failure to 
indicate class of membership on_ letters 
from members cause the R.1.B.A. staff 
a considerable waste of time and effort. 
The Institute’s daily post from members 
averages some 200 letters a day and there 
are invariably several letters which in- 
volve a considerable amount of difficulty 
in trying to find out from whom they 
come.” 

It may not be out of plate to quote 
Georee Godwin’s retort to a corresnond- 
ent of The Builder who complained that 
his sionature to a letter had heen printed 
wrongly : “ We will not publish any cor- 
rection of what is entirely your own 
fault. A man who cannot take the 
trouble to sien his name legiblv in a 
letter for publication has only himself 
to thank for mistakes.” We fear. none 
the less, that the hard-working R.1.B.A. 
staff may continue to waste its time and 
effort. Even the most reasonable of men 
have one point in which they fall short 
of reason—the legibility of their signa- 
tures 


R.1.B.A. Competition Criticism. 


ON the invitation of the president of the 
R.I.B.A., Mr. R. E. Enthoven, A.A.: Dip- 
loma F.R.I.B.A., is to give a criticism of 
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the drawings submitted in competition for 

R.I.B.A. Prizes and Studentships, 
1950-1951. Mr. R. E. Enthoven’s criti- 
cism will be delivered at a general meeting 
of the Institute to be held in February, 


1951. 
Architectural Scholarships. 
THe Council of the Architectural 


Association offers the following scholar- 
ships in architecture for 1950: The 
Leverhulme Scholarship, value £200 per 
annum; the. Minter Opén_ Entrance 
Scholarship, value £100; the Sir Walter 
Lawrence Open Entrance Scholarship, 
value £100; the Metal Window Scholar- 
ship, value £75 per annum; and the 
Natural. Asphalt Council Scholarship, 
value £50 per annum. These scholarships, 
which are tenable for five years at the 
A.A. School of Architecture, will be 
available to students of British nation- 
ality.. They also offer the Metal Window 
Senior Scholarship, value £50 per annum, 
which is tenable for two years at the 
A.A. School of Architecture and is open 
to students of British nationality who 
have passed the Intermediate Examina- 
tion of the R.I.B.A. 


Full particulars and forms of applica- 
tion may be obtained from the Principal, 
Architectural Association School of 
Architecture, 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1, 
to whom forms should be returned not 
later than March 1, 1950. This is also 
the closing date for applications for the 
entrance examination which will be held 
on March 28. 


The A.A. School Reorganisation. 


Mr. R. FuRNEAUX JORDAN, F.R.I.B.A., 
Principal of the Architectural Associa- 
tion’s School of Architecture, informs us 
that to facilitate the reorganisation of the 
curriculum in the A.A. School, Mr. E. R. 
Jarrett, A.R-I.B.A., has, pending his retire- 
ment in July,.accepted leave of absence 
until the end of the present session. The 
Architectural Association is deeply con- 
scious of the immense services rendered by 
Mr. Jarrett—both as editor of the A.A. 
Journal and as a member of the School 
staff—for over a quarter of a century. 








MR. R. O. LLOYD, O.B.E., who has 
been elected President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. Mr. Lloyd was the leader 
of the Building Productivity party to 


U.S.A., whose _ report 


shortly. 


is expected 


“9 
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Presentation to Mr. J. E. M. Macgregor. 


A PRESENTATION to Mr. John E. M. 
Macgregor, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A.; was made 
recently by the Committee of the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings in 
recognition of his professional knowledge 
and skill and of his valued services as 
technical adviser to the Society, which 
appointment he has resigned in order that 
he — himself to his private prac- 
tice. e presentation was made on 
behalf of the Committee by the chair- 
man, Lord Esher, who spoke of Mr. 
Macgregor’s remarkable technical know- 
ledge, and of his pleasure that this would 
not be lost to the Society, as Mr. 
Macgregor had agreed to remain a mem- 
ber of the Committee. 

The duties heretofore carried out by 
Mr. Macgregor will in future be under- 
taken by a technical sub-committee. 


L.C.C. Housing Architects. 


APPLICATIONS for the appointments of 
Principal Housing Architect (£1,500- 
£1,700) and Assistant Housing Architect 
(1,250-£1,550) in the department of the 
Architect to the L.C.C. are now invitea 
by January 31. Details were given in our 
advertisement columns last week. 


Borough Architect, Huddersfield. 


APPLICATIONS are invited in our adver- 
tisement columas for the position of 
Borough Architect and Planning Officer 
for the County Borough of Huddersfield. 
Salary £1,235 per annum rising to £1,435 
per annum. 

Architectural Assistants’ Salaries, 

WHEN it was reported to Wakefield City 
Council that two applicants for the post 
of principal architectural assistant failed 
to attend for interview, Counciflor B. H. 
Everton suggested that the salary rate, 
which goes up to £760, was not high 
enough to attract suitable men. After 
another engi the Council had ex- 
pressed the opinfn that it would be a 
saving to pay a little more to get the right 
man for the job, it was decided to. re- 
advertise the post. 


Two Alderman Architects. 


Ir is a‘singular coincidence that the 
two leading members of Liverpool City 
Council are members of the architec- 
tural profession. The “ Father” of the 
Council, Ald. Harold E. Davies, 
F.R.I.B.A., was first elected im 1911 and 
holds the record of 38 years’ unbroken 
service. 

Ald. A. Ernest Shennan, F.R.I.B.A., is 
the leader of the City Council, chairman 
of the Finance Committee and. of the 
Post-War Redevelopment Committee and 
the Mersey Tunnel Joint Committee, in 
addition to holding other offices: He 
started his public service in 1920 and, 
with the exception of a few weeks, he, 
also, can claim an unbroken length of 
service. 


A Retirement. 


Mr. J. R. FoTHERGILL, borough 
engineer and surveyor to the Crosby 
(Lancs) Corporation, will retire next 
March after serving a period of 28 years 
with that authority and the Waterloo- 
with-Seaforth Urban Council. The Coun- 
cil has appointed Mr. T. W. Crookdale, 
the deputy engineer and surveyor, as his 
successor. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. Gorpon Hate, A.R.I.B.A.,. of 
Bingham Park-road, Sheffield 11, has 
been appointed an architect in the Public 
Works Department, Nigeria. 
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Collecting Mezzotints. 

Mr. G. N. Bruton, J.P., F.A.L, ‘will 
read a paper, illustrated by lantern slides 
and entitled “ Mezzotints, including some 
Experiences of a Collector,” to members 
of the Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute, at 29, Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, London, W.C.2, on February 2, at 
6 p.m. 


Professional Announcements. 


(Messrs. Dovcuas Wuite axD_ Fornies, 
AA.R.E.B.A., have opened a City office at 147, 
Chéapside, E.C.2 (tel.: Monarch 9575 and 9576), 
where they will be pleased to receive trade 
catalogues. 


Mr. A, Witson Keats, L.R.1.B.A., has re 
moved to 11, St. Michael’s-avenue, Bramhall, 
Cheshire. (Tel.: Bramhall 2560.) 


E. A. Stone, Toms axp PartNers announce §hat 
they have amalgamated their two offices at 
20, Berkeley-street_ and Park West-place. and 
that their new address is 28, South Audiey. 
street, Mayfair, W.1. (Tel.: Mayfair 6363/4/3.) 

Mr. G@. A. Hanscoms, A.R.1.CS., A.T.Arb,, 
quantity surveyor, of 100, Gloucester-place, W.1, 
has recently established a branch office at 25, 
Quarry Hill-road, Tonbridge, Kent, | 
address he wil] be pleased to receive trade 
literature, 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, January 30. 

(Housinc Centre Trust.—A display ef = 
photographs and models, a oua- 
ing Manual, 1949. 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 
London, S8.W.1. Remaining open until Tues- 
day, February 7. 


Tuesday, January 31. 


\Houstnc Centre Trust—"“ The Housing 
Manual, 1949,” by Messrs. M. B. Blackshew, 
M.A A.R.LB.A J. Owens, M.I.Mun.E.,. 


F.R.1.CS8., and G. Blair Imrie, F.R.1.B.A. 15, 
Suffolk-street, Haymarket, London, 8.W.!. 
6 p.m. 

InstiTuTION oF Sanitary EnGrneers.—Induction 
of new president, Mr. N. Campbeil-Little, 
M.Inst.C.E., F.R.San.I., M-Inst.W.E. tox 
Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 


Wednesday, February 1. 
“Town anv Country Pannixnc Association.— 


“ Thé Edinburgh Programme for 20 Yeare,”’ by 
Professor Sir "Patrick Abercrombie, -P.-P.T.P.1., 
FIR.ILB.A. 2, King-street, London, WC2 


6.15 p.m. 

Roya Society of Arts.—‘‘ Are Towa Planners 
Planning. Too Far Ahead?” by Mr. EB. Munro 
Runty, F.R.L.C.S. John Adam-street, Adelphi, 
London, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 


Thirsday, February 2. 


Town Pranninc_ Institute.—“ Fiasaing and 
Agriculture,” by. Professor L. Dudley Stamp, 
CBE. B.A., D.Sc. Livingstone Hall, Broad- 
way, Westminster, London, §.W.1. 6 p.m. 


Friday, Pebruary 3. 


Loxpon Burpprs’ Foremen’s Association. 
“The Building Regulations,” by Mr. W. D. 
Short, H.M. Inspector of Factories. Memeoriai 
Hall, Farringdon-street, E.C.4. 6.30 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1850 
Saturday, January 26, 1850. 


SMITHFIELD MARKET.—The commis- 
sioners for inquiring into the state of 
the butcher-markets of London are pro- 
ceeding rapidly with their labours. Their 
report, it is said, will contain a com- 
plete condemnation of Smithfield, on 
which, perhaps, an order in council may 
issue for its abolition. Should matters 
proceed in this way, says the Atheneum. 
there is talk of railway cattle markets 
being formed at the following railway 
termini :—Euston-square, Paddington, 
Shoreditch; and London-bridge. hese 
four great markets are, if made, to be 
connected with each other, and with 
such other points of the metropolis as 
may be found necessary, by means of 
the electric telegraph, with a view to 
keeping each of them well informed, from 
hour to hour, as to the prices of meat 
and quantities of cattle sold in the ethers. 
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§ Herbert Morrison said: 
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HOUSING 
The Conservative Policy 


THE Conservative policy for housing 
was outlined by Mr. J. BAKER-WHITE, 
M.P. for Canterbury, in an address to the 
Building Industries Luncheon Club, at the 
Hungaria Restaurant, S.W., on January 
18. Mr. Clifford D. Witton was in the 
chair. This was the third of a series in 

which the housing policies of the three 
rincipal political parties have been out- 
fined. The series will be summed up at 
the Club’s next meeting by Mr. Alfred 
Edwards, M.P, 

Nearly five years after the end of the 
war in Europe (said Mr. Baker-White) the 
housing problem directly affects one 
family in every four. Amongst the under 
30's the ratio is almost one in three. That 
: the measure of a grave national prob- 
lem, and what I believe to be the greatest 
and most tragic failure of the Socialist 
Government. Tragic, because a shortage 
of houses always means unhappiness. 
From the economic aspect a housing 
shortage is always a brake on productfon. 

On May 24, 1946, the Minister of 
Health said : — 

‘I confidently expect that before the 
next General Election every family in 
Britain will have a separate house.” 


f The latest available housing return, that to 


November 30 last, shows that since the 
wens 1,085,000 “ units of accommodation ” 
have been provided. But that phrase in- 
cludes, in fact, 157,000 temporary houses, 
141,000 war-damaged houses repaired, 
over 3,000 temporary huts and 25,000 
families in disused service camps. Many 
of the temporary houses are already 
nearly half-way through their scheduled 
span of life. The thing that matters is 
new permanent houses. Their total is 
605,911 including 39,000 rebuilt war- 
destroyed dwellings. 
Now as to rural housing, with s en 
reference to farm-workers. In 194 
“In Labour's 


full-speed housing drive special _ 
will \ ,,biven to the needs of farm- 
workers.” 

About 75,000 houses have been built in 
rural areas, of which less than 20,000 are 
occupied by farm-workers. "Twenty 
thousand houses for an agricultural labour 
force of 1,200,000 is not very good. 


Three Main Conservative Beliefs, 

That is the nature of the problem, How 
would the Conservative Party tackle it? 
Our housing policy is based upon three 
main beliefs: —- 

(a) That people waiting for houses do 
not ¢are very much whether they are 
built by local authorities or private en- 
terprise, provided quality and price or 
rent are right; 

(b) That there are still a very large 
number of people in Britain, especially 
young people, who want to own their 
homes; 

(c) That you cannot run a successful 
housing policy on political prejudices 
and hates. The “ Lower than Vermin ” 
outlook does not get houses. 

Holding these beliefs, we say that the 
~ to get more houses quickly i 1s:— 

|. Make more use of the private 
builder prepared to build houses for 
sale or to let. Houses so built to be up 
to a set standard and agreed price, and 
adequate but not over-bearing Inspection. 
Cut down as far as humanly possible 
number of restrictions. Try to get greater 
flexibility in specifications. Much more 
use should be made of small builders, 
especially in the countryside. 

Re-establish healthy competition 
between local authorities and private 
enterprise, leading, as competition does, 
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to greater efficiency, larger output and 
lower prices. 

3. Make it possible for people who 
wish to do so to buy their own houses 
on easy terms, either from the private 
builder or the local authority. 

4. Abolish the bulk-buying of timber, 
handing the job back to the timber 
merchants. 

5. Revise the financial provisions of the 
Town and Country Planning Act. The 
levy of 100 per cent. development 
charge is a deterrent to good develop- 
ment. 

6. Embark upon an enlightened and 
fisxible plan for the conversion of exist- 
ing rural cottages and buildings. 

Elaborating briefly this outline, Mr. 
Baker-White said:— 

Of the 605,911 houses built up to Nov- 
ember 30 last, only 98,237 were built by 
private builders. That is not a competi- 
tive ratio. Private builders should be 
given greater opportunities to build, 
using their own enterprise and ideas, in- 
stead of being sub-contractors to local 
authorities. _In the countryside there 
are many land-owners and farmers who 
are ready at their own cost to build 
houses for their own people, not neces- 
sarily in the villages, and who are pre- 
pared to recondition bad houses or 
convert unwanted buildings into houses. 

As for buying houses on easier terms, 
we suggest that £100 deposit be sufficient 
to secure a £2,000 house. We would 
make the fullest use of building societies 
and the Housing and Small Dwellings 
Acquisition Acts. We would grant de- 
preciation allowances for taxation pur- 
poses to owners of new houses to rent. 
We would keep on rent contro] but set 
up a committee to review its whole 
working; there is unfairness in regard 
to repairs. 

As to buying timber, the President of 
the Board of Trade has admitted that 
shortage of timber is holding ep rate of 
construction. If that is so, the Govern- 
ment itself is responsible. We believe 
private Guvcheum would make a better 
job of it, United Nations figures for use 
of timber were:— 


POSING cccncsecsecsses 96 
Holland eka dase 85 
Do) 83 
Great Britain ......... 68 


Norway’s advantageous position as a 
timber - producing country is under- 
standable, but how come Holland and 
Denmark, both of which have to import 
virtually all their timber, to be so far in 
advance of Great Britain? 


pen 
As to Town and Country Planning £9, 


Act, J consider (and this is a per- 
sonal opinion) that development 
charges should be retained but without 
the arbitrary levy of 100 per cent., and 
with the right of appeal. Or, as in the 


Uthwatt proposals, a distinction could be _. 


drawn between developed and un- 
developed land. 

For rural housing, 
piped water, electricity or gas are essen- 
tial. Blocks of small easily-run houses 
are needed in villages for old people, 
such as retired farm workers. Installa- 
tion in existing houses of such amenities 
as gas coppers needs undertaking. The 
essential of success is a flexible policy. 

The proof of the pudding is in the 
eating. In 1938 the labour force in the 
building and contracting industry was 
1,378,000. In that year 367,000 houses 
were completed. In the ‘period 1935-38 
we built 1,432,000 permanent houses. In 
the comparable post-war period, with a 
slightly smaller labour force of 1,337,000 
and improved methods of construction, 
we built less than half the number of 
permanent houses. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
City Halls and Offices, Nairobi 


THe Municipal Council of Nairobi, 
Kenya, invites architects resident in the 
Uni-ed Kingdom and all British Do- 
minions, Colonies and Dependencies to 
submit designs i in competition for new City 
Halls and Offices which it proposes to 
erect in Nairobi. 

The assessor is Professor L. W. Thorn- 
ton White, F.R.I.B.A., Cape Towa. The 
amount proposed to be expended is 
£195,000, and premiums of £550, £450 
and £250 are offered. The conditions of 
competition will be ready for despatch by 
air mail on February 20 next, to any part 
of the world on application to the Town 
Clerk, P.O. Box 651, Town Hail, Nairobi, 
Kenya, enclosing deposit of £2 2s, 

The last day for the receipt ~ questions 
is April 20, and the last day for posting 
designs from any country is August 31. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


COMMUNITY CENTRE. Promoted by Incor- 

porated Association of Architects and —- 
for designs for a rural or urban community, 
Urban Design: £150 and £75. Rural | Wag HG 
and £50. Assessors: Mr. G. Bertram Carter, 
F.R.I.B.A., F.1.B.A.; Councillor William J. Clark, 
F.LA.S., F.R.S.A.; Mr. Richard Clements, O.B.E.; 
Mr. Keaneth J. Lindy, F.R.1.B.A., F.1.A.A.; Mr. H. 
Anthony Mealand, F.R.I.B.A., ’M.T.P.L, A.M.E 
Struct.E.; and the Dowager Marchioness of Reading, 
D.B.E. Conditions from the Secretary, er 
75, Eaton-place. S.W.1, on payment of 2s, 6d. for 
site plans, Closing date: February 1, 1950, 

SECONDARY SCHOOL, HUNSTANTON, Pro- 
moted by Norfolk Education’ Committee. Premiums: 
Ley! £250, £150. Assessor: Mr. Denis Hall, 

B.A. Conditions from Mr. W. O. Bell, Chief 
Edvcation Officer, Norfolk E.C., Stracey-rd., Norwich. 
Dep. £2 2s. Closing date: February 28, 1950. 

HALL OF RESIDENCE, ee, OF 
NOTTINGHA Promoted by Council the 
University of Nottingham. Premiums: £1 TOO £750 
and £500. Assessor: Sir Percy Thomas, mas, OBE. 
P.-P.R.1.B.A. Conditions from the 
University, Nottingham, on pte Be of oh 2s. louima 
date: March 11, 1950. 

PUBLIC HALL AND RESTAURANT, WHITE- 
HAVEN, 


Town Clerk, Pe Hall, Whitehaven, Sebetiente 
on deposit of Closing date: March 15, 1950, 

WAR Seach aeaten bye ig e aeneey, Cul, 
Promoted by Association say Old Prem- 
jums: £75, £50 and £25. prom Mr. ro Mr. A. EO, 
Geens, F.R.I.B.A. Conditions from Mr, A. 
Worrall, 25, Cleveland-road, Jersey, C.I. Dep, Fy 
Closing date: April 3, 1950, 


CIVIC HALL, GUILDFORD. Promoted by the 


Borough Council. Premiums: £1 ,000, £500 and 
£250. Assessor: Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.LB.A, 
Conditions from the iy Clerk, Oo 


Municipal Offices, 
Guildford, on payment of deposit of £2 2s. Closi: 
date, April 30, 1950. io 
DESIGNS FOR CONCRETE BRIDGES. Pro- 
— by the Cement and Concrete Associati 


£300, £200. Assessors: Sir Percy ‘Themes, 
P-PRIB.A.. J. Cuerel, A. Moller. E. J. Powell, 
Reed. a from the Association, 52, 
Soe r-gardens, S.W.1 (postal order, 1s.) 
Closing =. May 31, 1950. 

CITY HALLS AND OFFICES, NAIROBI, 
Promoted by the Municipal Council. of Nairobi, 
Kenya. Premiums: £550, £450 and £250. Assessor 

Ww. rton White, F.R.LB.A. Conditions 
from Town Clerk, P.O. Box 651, Town Hall, Nairobi, 
Kenya, on £2 2s. deposit. Last day for questions : 
April 30. Last day for posting designs ; August 31, 


of course, more 4959, 


EXTENSION TO MEDICAL SCHOOL, EDIN- 
BURGH UNIVERSITY. Promoted by the Univer- 
sity = Edinburgh. Premiums: 1,000, and 
300 Assessor: Mr. A. G. R. 

ARSA., F.R.LB.A. Conditions from the Secretary 
to the University, Edinburgh, on deposit of “2 "0 
Closing date : September 2, 1950. 


Tite and Victory Competitions, 1950. 

The attention of intending competitors 
is called to the fact that the closing date 
for the submission of forms of applica- 
tion for the Tite Prize is March 23, 1950. 

en loge competition for the Victory 
Scholarship will be held on the same day 
as that for the Tite Prize, ic, Wednesday, 
May 3, 1950. The closing "date for the 
submission of forms of application is 
March 27, 1950. 
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ORGANISATION OF ARCHITECTS’ OFFICES 


THE changed conditions. of architectural practice to-day have brought the 
matter of the organisation of the architect’s office into the forefront. Though 
the smaller, individualistic practice is less affected than the large firm with a 
wide variety of work, none is wholly exempt from a host of worries and problems 
beside which the surface of the architectural sea pre-1939 appears as a calm 
millpond. We have invited a number of architects in varying types of practice— 
large and small, town and country—to give details of their organisations for 
the guidance of younger architects and, in the wider field, for the benefit of the 
building industry. For this generous action—costly in time as it is—the pro- 
fession will be grateful to them. One of the principal hindrances to the builder 
to-day is the difficulty too often experienced in getting from the architect to 


time the necessary working drawings. 
problems—labour and materials. 


This factor bears largely on two other 


Of primary importance in being up to time 


with working drawings is a well-run office, and it is our hope that this series, 
which is opened by the firm of Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners, may help 
towards that end. The articles will appear fortnightly.—EpitTor. 


1. The Office of SIR JOHN BURNET, TAIT and PARTNERS 


JN common with other architects 

whose clients are the large private 
corporations as well as the Govern- 
ment Departments and Municipal 
Bodies we have found it necessary to 
adjust our organisation to suit post- 
war. conditions. 

Apart from the shortages ot 
materials and effective manpowel 
which beset the building trade, we 
have to contend with all kinds ana 
descriptions of additional hazards in 
the form of new Acts, Licences and 
Permissions with which readers will 
be fully conversant. 

It is this firm’s belief that notwith- 
standing the circumstances of the 
moment or how difficult they may 
appear to be, in the same manner as 
an architect finds a solution to his 
building problems, so can he, by effev- 
tive planning, solve the puzzle of 
organising his own office. It will be 
found. to require very little more con- 
sideration than should be given to the 
preparation of a progress chart for any 
fair-sizéd job. 


Organising from the Start. 


This ‘office has found that it pays 
to. spend some part of its energy in 
organising a job at the start so as to 
complefe it on time and at the most 
reasonable cost compatible with good 
architectural design and best building 
practice, and it has found that the 

rinciples it has. adopted have been 
argely, responsible in achieving this 
end. The general policy and pro- 
cedure of the firm have changed very 
little in post-war years from the days 
of the “ Information Book,” which in 
fact started its life in this office under 
the title of “The Office Book.” Inci- 
dentally, this book was _ prepared 
originally as a private reference for 
the use of the staff in all spheres of 
the business; and although an expen- 
sive. undertaking in the first instance 
it-has handsomely repaid its cost since. 

The book was originally embarked 
upon: because the partners believed 
that the firm's employees would save 
much’ of the time taken in constantly 
having to refer to catalogues and text 
books for the scores of items that go 
to make up a modern building. It 
was found that the systematic registra- 


tion of any new product or fresh 
information saved the firm many 
hours of lost labour and eventually 
considerable sums of money. 

Although the post-war conditions in 
the building trade have caused many 
of the sheets in this book to become 
redundant, there is nevertheless still 
a great deal of information that can 
be used to-day without alteration of 
any kind. 

It was therefore to this book that 
the partners of the firm turned in 
post-war years for inspiration in 
reorganising their practice. 


Organisational Layout. 

The first matter to be considered 
was naturally the layout plan of the 
organisation. The original plan proved 
to be unworkable for a variety of 
reasons Which are perhaps best illus- 
trated on the post-war diagram below, 
which is shown in relation to the 
original one on the facirig page. 

Although the diagrams will seem, at 
first sight, to be very similar in make- 


‘ up, there are very material differences. 


Most of these have been brought 
about by the generally lower standard 
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_ Here we would like to say that it 
is fully appreciated that this state of 
affairs—which is only temporary, we 
hope—is due, we believe, to the lack 
of opportunity which the young archi- 
tectural assistant has had during the 
war years to keep himself efficient in 
either design or construction. It was, 
in fact, one of the major causes ot 
the change in the organisation of our 
Office staff, the others being general 
post-war difficulties. 

For example, whereas with our pre- 
war practice 80 per cent. of the pay 
roll was engaged upon design and 
draughting and only 20 per cent. upon 
both office and job administration, 
to-day these percentages are much 
nearer to 60 and 40, and in some 
periods as low as 50 to 50. 


These figures in themselves «re 
pointers to the difficulties encountered 
in Overcoming the obstacles created by 
the numerous authorities with which 
the present-day architect is obliged to 
deal, and some solution to the problem 
had to be found. 

It was obvious that if untold waste 
of time was to be avoided—time 
which, would invariably have been 
that of the more costly assistant—it 
would be better to ditect this work 
away from the drawing office into the 
hands of someone at once better versed 
in the new regulations and with more: 
time to deal with them. This led to 
the establishment of the job’ adminis- 
trator, whose status of junior partner 
gave him the additional authority he 
required to deal with the- departments 
concerned. ; 

Commencing with the management 
of the firm starting from the top, the 
first principles of the design of any 
new project always come from one 
or other of the senior partners work- 
ing in conjunction with “the job cap- 
tains and the job administrator. The 
job captain, who has been previously 
chosen to take charge of any particu- 
lar job so far as the completing of 
all the necessary }-in. scale working 
drawings and subsequent details and 
schedules, will work in close fouch 





of efficiency among architectural with the job administrator, whose duty 
assistants of to-day. it is to utilise the services of the con- 
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sultants and giiaftity surveyor so that 
some idea of the probable cost of the 
work can be estimated before the 
drawing office has gone too far. 

This process is necessary because 
at an early stage in the case of build- 
ings required for private clients, sub- 
mission will have to be made to the 
licensing authority and other bodies 
for permission to build, and because 
it is almost certain in such cases that 
a refusal of a licence will result in 
the first instance. The large amount 
of additional work that will derive 
from cutting down in all directions 
and making changes in the design 
or of building methods and materials 
in an endeavour to obtain a scheme 
that will satisfy the authorities 
quickly runs up the cost to the firm, 
and if it is not very closely watched 
will result in-a dead loss long before 
‘he job has even started. 

Instances of no fewer than 16 com- 
nlete schemes on the same site have 
peen worked out in one case we have 
in mind. In this instance there was a 
lifficult client in addition to tiresome 
iuthorities. 

With such conditions as standard, 
no architectural practice could possibly 
ye made to pay its way. 


Responsibility for Office Management. 
It is such cases as these—and they 
occur all too frequently — that have 
brought about the necessity for the 
establishment of the partner in charge 
of oftice administratiom 
His duties increase in complexity as 
ihe regulations and restrictions grow in 
number, for it is up to him to see that 
each job shall, if possible, pay its way 
individually by not exceeding the target 
figure allotted fo it. © Pa 
Through the introduction of the 
firm’s grading system of staff salaries 
and with the aid of accurate time 
sheets kept by every member of the 
draughting staff; it is: possible to 
assess very closely the cost to date of 
any given job. 
This is accomplished by valuing the 
amount of work to. be done in each 
of the three stages—sketch, working 
drawing and supervision — and com- 
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paring it with the cost to date as 
shown on the draughtsman’s time- 
sheet, adding, of course, a suitable 
percentage to cover overheads of all 
kinds. 

The time sheets are turned from 
hours into money values on a_ code 
system and, when gathered undér the 
heading of a job in question, will give 
a total overall cost of that job to date. 

The correlation of all these job 
values, since they carry with them the 
total overhead charges, should equal 
the month’s total expenditure as 
shown by the monthly returns received 
from the accountants. 

All the firm’s books, except the Fee 
Book and Cost Book and of course 
the Petty Cash and Expenses a/c, are 
kept by the firm’s accountants. They 
pay all salaries and all accounts 
monthly. 

The net salaries of all the firm’s 
employees are paid direct into their 
individual banking accounts on the last 
day of the month, and all traders’ 
accounts received before the 20th of 
any month are paid at the month end. 


Striking a Monthly Balance. 


It thus becomes possible for a state- 
ment for the month just ended to be 
placed before the partners within 
seven days of the end of the previous 
month. This incidentally will show 
the totals to date under various head- 
ings from the commencement of the 
financial year and also comparative 
figures for the previous year. 

A comprehensive bank statement 
shows starting balances and any fees 
received during the month. The total 
outgoings and final balance will also 
accompany the accounts statement, 

This clear financial picture, which 
also covers the month’s and year’s 
trading to date gives the partners clear 
details of their position and enables 
them to regulate their expenditure and 
foresee their future requirements with- 
out that “ unpleasant surprise” at the 
end of the financial year. 

The firm, in completing its reorgani- 
sation over the coming year, hopes 
that some superannuation scheme may 
be possible for certain members. of 
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the staff and also a bonus to job 
captains and crews who: beat the 
budget figure of any work they com- 
plete within the year. 


Reliance Upon Staff. 

The successful firm of to-day will 
consider its staff as integral to its 
existence, and they in return must 
realise that their future lies entirely in 
how much they individually are will- 
ing to put into it. The responsibilities 
of management must be shared at all 
stages from the top downwards, each 
enjoying the proportion of responsi- 
bility he is shouldering. Thus will he 
“ make the grade” and finally qualify 
to become a partner in the firm he 
has helped to prosper. 


R.1.B.A. 


FFOLLOWING are notes from the 
minutes of the R.I.B.A. Council of 
January 3: 

Honorary Associateship—The Sectre- 
tary reported that Mr. Ralph Deakin, 
O.B.E., and Dr. Joan Evans, D.Litt., 
Lit.D., F.S.A., had accepted. the Council’s. 
nomination for election to the Hon. 
Associateship. 

Honorary Corresponding Membership. 
—The Secretary reported that M. Hubert 
Schumacher, Architecte de TEtat- 
Directeur of Luxembourg, hdd accepted 
the Council’s nomination for election as. 
an Hon. Corresponding Member. 

Cubing of Buildings for Approximate 
Estimates—On the recommendation of 
the Practice Committee and with the con- 
currence of the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors, the Council approved the 
following revised code for the cubing of 
buildings for the purpose of computing 
approximate estimates of costs: 

No. 1, LENGTH AND WiptH MEASURE- 
MENTS.—To be taken between the outer 
faces of the, walls. 

No. 2, HEIGHT MEASUREMENT.—To be 
taken from the top of the concrete 
foundation to (in the case of a pitched 
roof) a line midway between the point 
of ihtersection of. the outer surfaces of 
wall and roof, and the apex; or (in the 
casé of a flat roof), a height of 2 ft. above 
the roof. \ 

In the case 
cubic contents 
separately. 

o. 3, Prosections.—After measuring 
the main structure, an additional cube 
is to be made for the following. projec- 
tions: (a) porches, (b) bays and oriels, 
(c) turrets and fléches, (d) dormers, (e) 
chimney stacks, (f) lantern lights. 

Note: Any work outside the above- 
mentioned confines should bé dealt with 
separately. : 

The attention of members is called to 
the fact that a separate code for cubing 
buildings in respect of development 
charges under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, has been jointly pre- 
pared by the R.I.B.A. and the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, and 
has been adopted for that purpose by the 
Central Land Board. ° This code is set out 
in Appendix “A” of Practice Notes 
(First Series), issued by the Central Land 
Board, which are obtainable at H.M. 
Stationery Office. It was also published 
for the reference of members in the 


of a mansard roof, its 
are to be_ calculated 


March, 1949, issue of the R.ILB.A. 
Journal (page 240). 
Transfer to Retired Fellows’ Class 


under Bye-law 15.—The following appli- 
cations were’ approved: W. A. Johnson. 
E. J. T. Lutyens, W. H. May, J. R. Mew- 
ton, F. H. Morley, B. W. Stuttle and 


E. A. Verger. 


> 





BOOKS 


DESIGNERS IN BRITAIN, Vol. 2. (London: 
Allan Wingate (Pubiishers), Ltd.) Price 
45s. net. ; 
Tue work of over four hundred artists 

is illustrated in this the second biennial 

review of graphic and ‘industrial design 
compiled by the Society of Industrial 

Artists. The selection is said to be from 

more than 5,000 submissions, and it 

includes the work of artists who are not 
members of the society. The range of 
work is too extensive to allow mention 
even of its categories, but it may be said 
that there is much to interest those who 
are primarily concerned with architecture 
and building, including furniture, lighting 
fittings and equipment, domestic equip- 
ment, ceramics, glass and plate, wall- 
papers, textiles, exhibitions and display, 
etc. A pair of houses described as “ pre- 
fabricated” are included, but the term 
does not appear to be used with pre- 
cision since the greater part of the walls 
is of traditional brickwork. The general 
quality of the work illustrated is, as it 
should be, contemporary throughout, and 
it is clear that industrial artists in this 
country -are striving, and with consider- 
able success, to give expressive character 
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and distinction to the things they are 
called upon to design. Here and there 
one notes a design that appears to be 
unnecessarily eccentric, but on the whole 
this sumptuous volume is a conspectus of 
the sound, sincere and effective work 
which is being done by British artists in 
many branches of industrial and graphic 
design. 


ENGLISH TOWN CRAFTS. 
Wymer. Pp. viii, 128. 
(B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 15s. 
IN THIS companion-volume to his Eng- 

lish Country Crafts, the author writes 

pleasantly of a variety of urban occupa- 
tions covering a wide field. Beginning 
with a historical introduction, he describes 
the formation and function of the 
medieval guilds, still represented by the 

City Livery Companies of London. He 

makes the astounding statement (p. 6) 

that an apprentice might have to pay a fee 

of as much as £1,000 to his master—which 
seems incredible even if modern values are 
implied—and that the master might make 

a profitable business of indenturing 

and then dismissing apprentices, who had 

no claim. to be reimbursed for fees paid. 

He concludes: “ Still, in the main, the 

system worked well.” 

In the next chapter he deals generally 


By Norman 
Illustrated. 


NEW WEATHER VANE, TWICKENHAM RUGBY UNION GROUND. 
This new vane, showing Hermes, swift-footed messenger of the gods, 
passing a ball to a young footballer, has been erected on the south stand 


at Twickenham Rugby Union Ground. 


It was designed in copper, with 


bronze lettering, by Mr. Kenneth Dalgliesh, F.R.1.B.A., and was made by 
Messrs. Comyn Ching and Co. (London), Ltd. A detail is on facing page. 
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with town trades, markets, fairs, and the 
influence of foreign craftsmen—often 
political refugees—upon our native indus- 
tries. The third chapter describes the 
“ church crafts ” of masonry, stained glass, 
and bell-founding. The relation of “ free- 
masons” to other stoneworkers, and the 
use of the lodge, are explained, but the 
brief account of this craft is not carried 
forward to modern times; whereas, in the 
case- of stained glass and: bell-founding 
the author also discusses current practice. 
_ In eight successive chapters, the follow- 
ing crafts are treated: cabinet-making, 
clock-making, carpet weaving, _ silver- 
smithing, glass-blowing, pottery, musical 
instruments; the work of weavers, drapers, 
horsehair producers, hatters, skinners, 
cordwainers (bootmakers), bookbinders, 
papermakers, printers, coachbuilders, 
boatbuilders; and various crafts con- 
nected with sporting accessories and with 
scientific instruments. 

~None of these is directly concerned with 
architecture or. building; but much enter- 
taining information is given to the ordi- 
nary reader. The descriptions of glass- 
blowing, boatbuilding, the manufacture of 
cricket-balls and of the horsehair indus- 
try at Castle Cary are of absorbing in- 
terest. We are reminded that “ fletchers ” 
made. arrows, and that, “ horners ” made 
carriage lamps, and are assured that Eng- 
lish craftsmanship reached- its highest 
level early in the eighteenth century. 

Study of the numerous and excellent 
illustrations makes one wonder why so 
many of the craftsmen depicted are 
elderly, and so few of the workshops 
modern or adequately lighted or efficient- 
looking, especially as the author evidently 
made a first-hand study of many cele- 
brated workshops. 

It may be noted that the illustrations of 
model-making, lace-making and _ brick- 
making have no accompanying descrip- 
tive letterpress; that “ ecstasy ” is wrongly 
spelt on p. 111, and “ Salzman ” on p. 125; 
and that two cross-references on p.-73 are 
missing. M. S. B. 


ESSENTIALS OF STAGE PLANNING. By 
Stanley Bell, Norman Marshall and 
Richard Southern. With a foreword 
by Geoffrey Whitworth. (London: 
Published under the auspices of the 
British Drama League by Frederick 
Muller, Ltd.) Price 21s. net. 

Tuis book, as Mr. Geoffrey Whitworth 
explains in his foreword, deals primarily 
with the basic principles of stage archi- 
tecture as exemplified in the large and 
medium - sized theatre, with suggestions 
as to modifications which might be neces- 
sary for smaller theatres and halls. The 
three authors are all “men of the theatre” 
with long practical experience of stage 
requirements, and their recommendations 
must therefore be of considerable value 
to all concerned with this branch of 
architectural design. Every aspect of 
stage design and equipment is carefully 
considered in detail and points are illns- 
trated by a large number of diagrams 
and by inset drawings in colour, for 
which a special word of praise is due to 
the artist) Mr. Richard Leacroft, 
A.R.I.B.A. The four * backed-up ” draw- 
ings, Figs. 56 to 59, showing the essentials 
of a stage from proscenium opening to 
rear of stage, are particularly useful for 
the information they give “at a glance.” 
Reference is also usefully made to “ front- 
of-the-house ” requ‘rements, including 
sight lines and gangways. 

«’« Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to_ the 
Publisher, “ The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2 Cash should 
accompany the order. 
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NEW WEATHER VANE, TWICKENHAM R.U. GROUND. Working detail. 





(See facing page.) 
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THE ELECTRICITY SUB-STATION : 


NEW BUILDINGS FOR STEELWORKS, SCUNTHORPE, 


FREDERICK GIBBERD, F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L., 
Consultant for Steel Rolling Mill and Architect 
for the remaining work 





N.W. elevation showing fan house. Below : 





Detail of small porch. 


LINCS 


7 three buildings are part of an extensive re- 
building programme being carried out by the 


Appleby-Frodingham Steel Company. It is not usual 
to employ architects on buildings such as a steel rolling 
mill, and it is encouraging that such important indus- 
trialists have recognised the value of architecture in 
the industrial scene. The setting for these steelworks 
is frankly industrial and the environment was accepted 
as such. Because the buildings are a setting for gas 
mains, pylons, cooling towers, etc., it was thought 
important that they should be sensitively designed 
because the plant gains greatly by contrast with archi- 
tecture, and vice versa. It was further felt that the 
design must make allowance for dust and grime, and 
that simple structural members should be adopted, 
affording the least possible surface for dust to settle. 
Hard surfaces and permanent colours and special 
provision for cleaning and redecoration are the result. 


STEEL ROLLING MiLL.—The programme required 
that the new building should be erected over an existing 
mill without stopping production. On account of the 
rolling racks, overhead cranes, etc., the supporting 
columns were widely spaced and bays of 80 ft. by 40 ft., 
and sometimes of 80 ft. by 80 ft., were needed. A 
monitor type of roof construction was adopted giving 
an almost even daylight factor of 13 per cent. through- 
out. The valleys of the roof are covered in steel 
sheets, the tops of the monitors being asbestos cement 
sheeting. Side walls in light-gauge steel sheeting with 
low brick panel walls. Window cleaning track is 
provided for the interior of the roof glazing. 


ELectric SuB-STATION.—This consists of a large 
machine room, with fan-house dt one end and trans- 
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1, Fan maintenance, 8. Control board. 12. Switch board. 

2. 6.6 k.v. switchgear room. 9. Motor generator set. 13. Control board. 

3. Lobby. 9a. Future motor generator set. 14. Control cubicle. 

4. Electric fan, 10. Exciter set. 15. Rectifiers. 

5. Lavatory. 10a. Future exciter set. 16. Loading dock. 

6. 33 k.v. switchgear room. 11. Slip regulator. 17. Transformers 33,000/6,600 volt, 
7. Sludge room. lla. Future slip regulator. 18. Transformers 6,600/440 volt. 


THE ELECTRICITY SUB-STATION. The plan and (below) the machine room. 


iormers in front. Grid electricity is fed through the 
transformers standing outside the building to motor 
generator sets cooled by pressurised and filtered 
ventilation. The machine room is spanned by 70 ft. 
welded portal frames at 18 ft. 6 in. centres. These 
carry the roof and the beams for the travelling crane 
and infilling brick walls. The roof has secondary 
steel beams at 6 ft. centres, spanning between the 


portal frames and supporting precast concrete 24 in. 
roof slabs. Suspended down the centre of the roof is a 
fibrous plaster grille which forms the ventilation outlet. 
Lighting is from clearstorey windows. A hard 
reddish brown engineering brick was used, easily 
cleanable, the horizontal joints recessed and the vertical 
ones finished smooth, a pattern of vertical headers 
being obtained by using double Flemish bond—two 
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THE ELECTRICITY SUB-STATION : 


stretchers to one header. Metal surfaces are painted 
medium grey, accents of colour being given by chrome 
yellow door panels, ultramarine mullions and blue- 


grey tiling to main entrance. Internally the walls are 
finished with 12 in. by 9 in. faience tiles. Floor paved 
with 12 in. square light cream terrazzo tiles. 

OFFICE AND WELFARE BUILDING FOR SOUTH MELTING 
SHop.—This is a combination of office and men’s 
welfare accommodation to serve the recently-built 


The south-east elevation and (be/ow) the main entrance. 


south melting shop. Offices and laboratories on 
first floor; on ground floor welfare accommodation 
and some offices for foremen. All men pass through 
this section on arrival and on leaving, and there is 
continuous circulation as indicated on the plan (p. 135). 
There are central canteens in the works, but a mess 
room is also provided where men can make tea and 
heat their own food. The building is steel-framed with 
r.c. floors, roofs and staircase. The steel grid is 
expressed on the exterior. Stanchions are faced with 
concrete, and walls between consist of 44 in. outer 
brick panel, faced with tiles for easy cleaning, cavity 
and 3 in. foamed slag inner skin. End walls are 14 in. 
brick of double Flemish bond. External colour scheme 
is pale beige reconstructed stone and rendering to 
columns, blue-grey tiles, dark reddish-brown. brick, 
yellow painted metal windows and blue entrance doors. 


The designers working in collaboration with Mr. 
Gibberd were : I. M. Kemp, chief designing engineer ; 
K. Paterson, civil and mechanical engineer; J. L. 
Gaskell, chief electrical engineer; H. Saunders, man- 
ager of the constructional department. Messrs. Scott 
and Wilson were consulting engineers for the steel 
rolling mill; G. Rosenberg, A.R.I.B.A., assisted on 
the design of the mill; J. W. Grimes, A.R.I.B.A., on 
the electricity sub-station; and R. Double, A.R.I.B.A., 
on the office and welfare building. R.C. A. Aylmore 
acted as site engineer. The quantity surveyor was P. T. 
Walters, F.R.I.C.S. 

The general contractors were Messrs. John Mowlem 
and Co.. Ltd., of London, S.W., and sub-contractors 
were :— 

Appleby-Frodingham Steel Co., steelwork ; Steel Erectors, Ltd., roof 
sheeting; W. H. Heywcod and Co., Ltd., roof glazing; John Booth and Sons 
(Bolton), Ltd., roller shutters, steel doors, and steelwork (machine room) ; 
H. H. Martyn and Co., Ltd., fibrous plaster ceiling louvres, handrails, 
porch screen and pressed steel main entrance doors ; British Clay Pro- 
ducts, Ltd., faience wall tiling ; Diespeker and Co., Ltd., terrazzo floors ; 
Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Co., electrical equipment ; Visco Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., filtration plant ; Frederick Braby and Co., Ltd., control 
cubicle; Morris Singer Co., transformer house gates; Hydroprest 
Concrete, Ltd., precast concrete roof slabs, ‘“‘Myko’’ roof; Luda 
Concrete Products, Ltd., precast stone copings, window surrounds, 
cills and steps ; Fenning and Co., Ltd., marble door surround ; Joseph 
Adamson and Co., Ltd., crane ; Almarco, Ltd., metal windows ; Brick 
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SOUTH MELTING SHOP : Office and welfare building, east elevation. Water storage tank and water cooler are in background. Below: Plans. 


Marketing Co., “ Stairfoot’ facing bricks; S. G. B. (Dudley), Ltd., Grundy Arnatt, Ltd., handrailing to staircase; London Name Plate 
tiles to screen in men’s ablutions and laboratory fume cupboard ; Austins Manufacturing Co., Ltd., plastic name plates to office doors ; Art Pave- 
East Ham, Ltd., flush doors ; Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd., cork flooring ments and Decorations, Ltd., terrazzo paving and partitioning to staff 
to lab. ; W. Richardson and Co., Ltd., heating, hot water and ventila- entrance, staircase and lavatories ; Lincolnshire Rock Asphalte Co., Ltd., 
tion system ; J. H. Shouksmith and Sons, Ltd., plumbing ; Dent and asphalting to roof and coloured asphalt flooring; Kleine Co., Ltd., 
Hellyer, Ltd., sanitary fittings ; W. H. Smith and Co., Electrical Engin- hollow-tile floors, roof and staircase ; Williams and Williams, Ltd., 
eering, Ltd., electrical installation including for telephone, clocks, etc. ; metal windows, and A. J. Binns, Ltd., ironmongery. 
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MELTING SHOP Office and welfare building. The time hall and pay office and (be/ow) the men’s ablution room. 
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THE STEEL ROLLING MILL. Below: Progress view showing portal frames (/eft) and general view showing roof. 
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BUILDING COSTS IN 
ISRAEL 


By a Special Correspondent 


MPHE State of Israel will, this spring, 

celebrate the second anniversary of 
its foundation. Already building has 
proved to be one of the major problems. 
On paper there is an ambitious housing 
programme, and plans for building new 
cities, villages and settlements. 

In 1949, about 17,000 houses were 
built, and the gap between the accommo- 
dation available and the number of new 
immigrants, about half a million in all 
since May, 1948, still remains unbridged. 

As in this country, building costs in 
Israel remain a nightmare to the respon- 
sible. authorities. With a view to build- 
ing houses as quickly as possible for the 
immigrants who come in every day 0} 
the week in cargo and special ships, a 
National Housing Corporation has been 
formed. It is a non-profit-making body 
with an initial capital of five million 
Israel pounds. It works in conjunction 
with the Jewish Agency and the Jewish 
National Fund, the latter body providing 
land on long-term leaseholds. In order 
to carry out the ambitious 1950 pro- 
gramme, debentures are being issued by 
the Corporation, which has the short title 
of “ Amidar.” 

The average cost in 1949 of a flat with 
two rooms in an urban area in Israel was 
the equivalent of about £3,000. For a 
three-roomed flat the cost of construction 
is about £4,000 with, in addition, £1,000 
for the site and £250 for architects’ fees 
} and other expenses. Building costs are 
somewhat lower and land cheaper in the 
rural areas. 

In 1950 new methods are being tried 
which it is hoped will bring down costs. 
The equipment for a method of construc- 
tion known as “ Tournalayer ” has been 
imported from the United States. Houses 
are cast in metal forms which are removed 
after about 20 hours. It is claimed that 
the machinery will pour a three-roomed 
concrete house in 2$ hours. It is hoped 
to complete by these mass-production 
methods from 1,200 to 1,500 houses a 
year and that this will be increased as 
more machinery arrives from the U.S.A. 


Those who have had experience of the 
use of concrete in mass production of 
houses in this country during the past 
25 years will accept with a grain of salt 
the claims made for this new system in 
Israel. However, the Israel Govern- 
ment fully appreciate the gravity of the 
housing problem, and are doing every- 
thing in their power to encourage the 
investment of private and public capital 
in industry, and to bring down building 
costs. Israel certainly presents a large 
field for British enterprise in building, and 
in the purchase of many urgently required 
building materials. In order to encour- 
age such imports, customs duties on cer- 
tain materials were reduced to nominal 
rates in 1949. It is confidently expected 
that building achievements in Palestine 
will surpass all previous targets in 1950. 


M.o.W. Lectures at R.I.B.A. 

The Ministry of Works lecture “Eco- 
nomy in Traditional House Building,” 
which was to have been given by Mr. 
H. F. Broughton on February 1 at the 
R.I.B.A., has been postponed until March 
27 (6.30 p.m.), the lecture by Mr. C. S. 
Thompson to have been given on that 
date being cancelled. Tickets of admis- 
sion from the Regional Building Indus- 
tries Officer, Ministry of Works (London 
Region), 8, Cornwall-terrace, N.W.1. 


THE BUILDER 


CORRESPONDENCE 
The Character of London 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


G!R.— Professor Richardson’s eloquent 
oration, published in last week’s 
Builder, rebuking the young French archi- 
tect who recently described London as 
“the most derelict city in Europe,” makes 
excellent reading; but though the Gallic 
criticism is obviously an exaggeration, we 
ought not to mind admitting that there 
is some truth in it—a certain appearance 
of decrepitude is unavoidable after 
nearly six years of bombardment by high- 
explosive bombs, incendiary bombs, fly- 
ing bomibs, rockets, etc. But my purpose 
in writing is not to justify the young 
Frenchman’s criticism, but to point out 
that London’s historic character, which 


f Professor Richardson rightly acclaimed, 


is rapidly disappearing and being replaced 
by something essentially alien. 

Even before the recent war it was 
apparent that London was changing from 
a town predominantly of small one-family 
houses into one of large blocks of flats— 
in other words, becoming more and more 
Continental. The process is now being 
rapidly accelerated. Steen Eiler Ras- 
mussen, that enlightened Danish observer, 
in his remarkable book, “ London, the 
Unique City,” showed us the value of our 
small-house tradition, and urged us not to 
abandon it for something “at variance 
with the whole character and tendency of 
the city.” If our flat-obsessed authorities 
would read Rasmussen, they would have 
their eyes opened to the gravity of the 
mistake they are making, for he marshals, 
as Mr. James Bone has said, all the dis- 
advantages of the tenement from the long 
experience of Continental usage. 

The fact, if it is a fact, that more flat 
units than small houses can be got on to 
a given site is far from being a convinc- 
ing reason for the abandonment of the 
unique historic character of domestic 
London. There is still time for a change 
of policy. The excellent designs for three- 
storey terrace houses in the recently issued 
M.O.H. Housing Manual are wholly in 
keeping with the London tradition, and 
most Londoners would prefer such houses 
to the hive-like accommodation of flats. 
It would be interesting to learn whether 
the London councils are proposing to 
build such terrace houses, or whether we 
have to resign ourselves to the universal 
spread of giant blocks of flats. 


Hari Bona. 


OBITUARY 


E. G. Fowler, F.R.L.B.A. 


Captain E. G. Fowler, F.R.1.B.A., of 
Oadby, Leicestershire, whose death took 
place on January 16, at the age of 68, 
was a former Leicestershire County 
Council education architect. He had 
supervised the erection of £1,100,000 
worth of building work in the county. A 
former member of the Society of Archi- 
tects, he became F.R.I.B.A. in 1925. 


Robert Miller, F.R.I.B.A. 

With regret we announce the death, on 
January 9, of Mr. Robert Miller, 
F.R.I.B.A., who was a senior partner in 
the firm of Miller and Black, of West 
Regent-street, Glasgow. He was elected 
a Fellow of the R.I.B.A. in 1906. 

Among the Incorporations of the 
Trade House of Glasgow with which he 
was associated were the Maltmer and the 
Skinners. He was visitor of the former 
in 1906 and 1934, and the deacon of the 
latter in 1923. 
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A BALANCED USE OF 
LAND RESOURCES 
Three Principles are Involved 


HAT by their training many county 

planning officers must, of necessity, 
be strangers to the problems of the 
countryside and, therefore, lack some 
knowledge and understanding demanded 
by the tasks they are expected to per- 
form, was a view expressed by PROFES- 
sor L. Dubey Stamp, C.B.E., B.A., 
D.Sc., in a paper on “ The Use and Mis- 
use of Land,” read ut a meeting of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors, on January 2. 


After surveying the world’s land re- 
sources in relationship to world popula- 
tion, Professor Stamp said:— 


In considering the proper use of land, 
there are always three principles to be 
considered. The first is what has been 
called the principle of “ optimum use,” 
that we should seek always to find the 
best use in the national interest of every 
specific and individual piece of land with 
which we are concerned. Second, that 
in such a densely populated country as 
Britain most of our land can serve more 
than one use. This is the principle of 
“multiple use,” as when some upland 
moorland can serve as the gathering 
ground for water supply of a city, but 
when such use should not prevent its 
functioning as hill sheep grazing, per- 
haps also as a grouse moor and/or for 
public recreation. In the third place there 
is the elimination of waste. The principle 
is simply that there should be no such 
thing as waste land in Britain. 


Land Reclamation Exaggerated. 

It may be urged that the total area of 
56 million acres in Britain is not fixed, 
but is capable of expansion. This raises 
a number of interesting points. Some 
land can be reclaimed, for example, by 
drainage, and the fact that this is possible 
has led a number of town planners to 
exaggerate the possibilities. I think that 
some of our colleagues in the town plan- 
ning profession are inclined to think that 
almost any land can be reclaimed or im- 
proved, so that it becomes first quality, 
or at least, good quality, farmland. 
have always urged that up-grading within 
a given type is possible, but nothing 
which we can do can ever convert the 
steep mountain slopes of Snowdonia into 
the fertile ploughlands of East Anglia, 
so that reclamation has a limited func- 
tion only. 


Referring to the present position, the 
speaker said that the outstanding aspect 
was that we had little space for many 
people. He continued: It has been 
urged that there are at least six basic 
needs which must be satisfied for a 
proper balanced use of our land re- 
sources. We may ask ourselves what we 
as individuals demand and how far our 
demands may be satisfied by the right 
use of land. In the first place we need 
work, and in such an_ industrialised 
country as Britain this means primarily 
land for the correct location of industry. 
This is the keystone. Many of our in- 
dustries are fixed in their location— 
obviously the extractive industries such 
as mining for coal and ironstone are 
fixed by the occurrence of these raw 
materials, and our national economy is 
such that we cannot afford to sterilise 
any such important minerals, Their ex- 
traction, therefore, in the areas con- 
cerned, is priority No. 1. 


Where the particular minerals are in 
ample supply—sands, gravels, clays, 
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limestone, etc.—the element of planning 
for the location of their extraction comes 
into the picture. Broadly speaking, our 
heavy industries are either linked with 
the extractive industries (the iron and 
steel industries, for example, were linked 
owing to the existence of favourable 
hystcal factors), or have a_ waterside 
ocation, such as ship-building and so on. 
In the same way many other industries 
can be descr.bed as linked in that they 
involve a series of processes linked with 
one another and which need to be carried 
on in close proximity. This is the case 
with the w:de range of industries charac- 
teristic of the Birmingham area, where 
the production of such a complex piece 
of machinery as a motor car involves 
innumerable separa‘e stages, often under- 
taken by separate individual factories and 
firms which, though independent, are 
clearly linked to one another in a com- 
mon end. 


Severe Competit:on. 

Only a small number of our light 
or mobile indus‘res can be carried on 
in locations chosen on other grounds. 
We live in a highly competitive world. 
British goods for so long enjoyed almost 
unrivalled entry into many of the world’s 
markets, that we are apt to. forget the in- 
creasing competition, and especially the 
increasing efficiency, of other producers. 
Very often to-day our goods are too ex- 
pensive, too slow in production and, it 
must be admitted, suffering a deteriora- 
tion in quality, to maintain their hold on 
world markets. Industry must accord- 
ingly be given absolute priority in secur- 
ing the best possible sets of physical 
circumstances for economic development. 
This means provision of land for the 
purpose. 

In the second place we all need a home, 
and in terms of land use this means allo- 
cation of land for houses. I do not 
interd to enter into the argument of in- 
dividual jhouzes at a low density (the 
garden ci‘y ideal) versus blocks of flats, 
but we must face the present position 
when there seems to me to be an obses- 
sion with space for ifs own sake. For 
example, we realise that in the demands 
on land being made for certain of the 
new towns the concept is of only ten 
persons per acre, so that 6,000 acres are 
being regarded as necessary for 60,000 
inhabitan‘s. The question is not entirely 
whe:her this is the optimum space stan- 
dard for housing. It is also a question 
of whether we, with our special position 
in Britain, can afford such super-luxury 
where use of land is concerned. 

It is recognised that for the layout and 
development of a new town, land which 
can be most easily developed is flat or 
gently undulating, and well drained. In 
other words, the demand is likely to 
fall upon the finest agricultural land for 
our new towns. Yet when we look at any 
of our existing old-established and 
attractive towns, if we think of Bath, or 
Durham, or Tunbridge Wells, or even 
of such modern development as Bourn- 
ville, we realise that they are attrac- 
tive places in which to live largely be- 
cause the developers have made full use 
of what would be regarded in these days 
as dificult, it not impossible, sites. J 
contend that we could in this country use 
with great advantage many tracts of 
land no: of prime importance for agri- 
cultural use wh'ch would afford us, in 
the long run. much more attractive towns 
than we can ever get from the mono- 
tonous garden city type of layout or the 
suburbs which have spread to the west 
of London over what were once its finest 
marke’ garden tracts, and which are now 

dreary, monotonous stretches of new hous- 
ing estates. 
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PLANNING: A NETWORK 
OF FIXED IDEAS 


The Real Problem of Human 
Nature 


[DANGERS in town planning were 

stressed by Sir FRANK MEars, 
P.R.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., F.R.S.E., chief plan- 
ning consultant to the Central and South 
East Scotland Advisory Committee, when 
he spoke on “The Next Planning Act ” 
at a recent meeting of the Outlook 
Tower Association in Edinburgh. 

Sir Frank said that the determination 
of many planners to tie up the future in 
a network of fixed ideas in face of con- 
tinuing evolution which was gradual, and 
of unpredictable mutations—social or 
sc‘ent fic—which could be sudden and, 
in human affairs, catastrophic, was, at 
root, the factor on which the uncertainty 
and dissatisfaction of developers and the 
public generally with town planning 
rested. 

Ten years ago there was only one—or 
one and a_ half—p'anning official 
in the Departrnent of Health for Scot- 
land. How many are there to-day? he 
asked, and went on: “ Now we have got 
a consolidating act, supplemented by a 
sheaf of circulars, expianatory and other- 
wise, and leading te a rainbow-tinted 
series of survey sheets. 

“No doubt when we reach that Rain- 
bow’s End we will find ourselves on the 
threshold of the ‘Promised Land.’ But 
what kind of ‘Promised Land’ is in the 
mind of a legislator, an administrator, a 
technical officer or a consultant—or the 
person whose life is to be planned? 
What are the Aims of Planning ? 

“What is the aim of this planning?” 
queried the speaker. “ What principles 
shall guide its practitioners? In short, 
what kind of civilisation do we hope for? 
How does the recently published plan of 
the 1951 exhibition on the south bank 
of the Thames compare with that of the 
1851 building, which had the scale and 
ordered planning of a cathedral?” 

Sir Frank said he did not feel very 
happy about the activities of another 
group of enthusiasts who—in this country 
which had once led the world in the art 
of living together—sought to impose on 
their fellows a necessary antidote for 
American Main Street, but in the shape 
of the neighbourhood unit, with its com- 
munity centre full of qualified organisers, 
and who, in the words of their actual 
programmes, declared that “great care 
will therefore be necessary in choosing 
the first tenants to ensure that units are 
buiit up of people likely to be good 
neighbours.” 

Then, continued the speaker, there was 
the army of planning officers, technical, 
legal and administrative, struggling to do 
a spot of survey or organisation of con- 
trol in the intervals between advising 
their committees to give or refuse tem- 
porary consents to a multitude of would- 
be developers. Finally, these same 
developers and the public generally were 
becoming very sceptical about the whole 
business. 

Surveys, Sir Frank declared, became 
dangerous when they reflected routine 
methods imposed from above, when the 
surveyor was not. allowed to plan and 
the planner had no time to study them. 
He went on to say: In the mind of the 
planner both survey and plan react on 
each other all the time, whether for 
failure or success—and outside this are 
all the people, not at all likely to submit 
to his request that they stay put till he 

gets his scheme approved. If this be 
true we must plan not only for change 
but for a greater, or lesser measure of 
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unpredictable change. Probably too, we 
must accept that what we have grown 
up with will be distinctly unpalatable to 
Our successors, 

How then can planners, whether local 

or central, discover useful principles to 

uide them if it be accepted that the 
uture is hidden? I don’t think that they 
can get very far on the basis of de- 
velopment plans based on surveys of 
physical condftions alone. There remains 
the real problem of human nature—how 
will people want to live and work 10, 
20, 30 years hence? Planning legislation, 
including the last Act, seems to me to be 
based on an urban-industrial economy, 
but now with bigness as the governing 
principle so that decentralisation becomes 
a new kind of recen‘ralisation. 

“If planning is regarded as a legally 
enforcible code,” he concluded, “ the 
planners will call for more and more 
support from central authority, but if it 
is regarded as one method, first of all, of 
promoting tidiness in social living, the 
planners will seek to learn all the time 
from their neighbours. If this be right, 
planning schemes b-sed on the pro- 
gramme priorities of the Act will merely 
record a series of statements, each out 
of date by the time it is approved— 
each, in turn, a source of dissatisfaction 
and appeals to the Secretary of State for 
Scotland. 

_ “I prefer that planning control, like 
living, should be a continuous process 
of adaptation. Those whose duty it is 
to create or administer should seek to 
learn something new, some improve- 
ment, from almost every application for 
consent. In my view it is a poor planner 
who does not succeed in improving a 
large proportion of the ideas of appli- 
cants. Sometimes he should be able 
totally to transform them. And all this 
with no loss to the scheme as a whole.” 


‘““SOME ARCHITECTS ARE 
TOO ACADEMIC” 


AT a recent meeting of the Liverpool 
Architectural Society Mr. W. E. Tyson, 
president of the Liverpool Regional! 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
expressed the view that there was a ten- 
dency for men who were not trained in 
offices of practising architects to become 
too academic. 

Mr. Tyson drew the attention of the 
members to the case of a University- 
trained Dutch architect who visited Liver- 
pool some time ago. This architect, at 
the time, he said, held the presidency of 
the Dutch equivalent of the R.I.B.A. Not 
satisfied with the building of a Dutch type 
of brickwork at an extension of some 
works at Aintree he picked up a trowel 
and showed how the job should be done. 

Mr. Tyson said he expressed surprise 
that an architect should also an ex- 
perienced bricklayer, and he asked the 
Dutchman how he had acquired the 
ability to do that particular class of work. 
The Dutchman replied that as a student 
his training had included practical work 
on buildings. Referring to the serious 
shortage of building apprentices, Mr. 
Tyson said that in order to maintain the 
required labour force the recruitment of 
at least 22,000 new apprentices each year 
was necessary. 


American Sales Practices. 


With the purpose of finding the best 
way to put the right goods on the Ameri- 
can market, a joint examination by 
British and American executives of 
American sales management practices is 
to take place at a conference at the Con- 
naught Rooms, Great Queen-street, W.C.2, 
on March #3 and 14. 
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HE future of technical and industrial 
education and training lay in our 
ability to look at the problem with a far 
wider vision than in the past, catering for 
technical training without losing sight of 
the fundamental objects of education, 
namely, preparation for the work of life 
and the formation of character, said Mr. 
WooDBINE PaRISH, speaking on “ Educa- 
tion and Training,” at the Stoke-on-Trent 
“Careers in Building” exhibition on 
January 13. 

Defining what he meant by the phrase 
“education and training,” Mr. Woodbine 
Parish sa.d it was the systematic and pro- 
gressive development in an individual of 
certain qualities, and went on: 

First I should put moral integrity, and 
by that I mean the ability and desire to 
distinguish between good and evil, the 
courage and conviction always to do the 
right thing. Secondly, I should include the 
quality of fellowship and goodwill, and 
I should describe that as the ability to 
enjoy the satisfaction of service and the 
participation in a joint endeavour with a 
selfless co-operation, not considering one’s 
own personal gain, but anxious to make 
the maximum contribution towards the 
task in hand—the job for the job’s sake— 
and thirdly I should include the facility 
of developing that inward enjoyment that 
comes from creative ability and craftsman- 
ship and the consequent love of quality. 


A Joint Responsibility. 


I think that education in the future has 
to be far more mindful of these qualities 
than it has in the past, and I suggest that 
parent, employer and educationalist each 
has a vital part to play in the matter. It 
is a joint responsibility—this training of 
the young for the work of life. A little 
encouragement given here, a little interest 
taken there. praise when it is earned; these 
are the drops of oil on the sometimes dis- 
couraging cogs of education confronting 
youngsters as they make their way towards 
becoming skilled in a craft or calling. I 
know one hears to-day quite a lot about 
the need for modern education to suit the 
modern world, and I am inclined to think 
that those who make these comments have 











failed to aperorete the fundamental im- 
portance of character training and how it 
was always the main theme in the gradual 
and in some ways remarkable evolution 
of the educational system in England 
through the centuries. 

Perhaps one might recall that it was the 
basic principle of education in the early 
days of the Spartan, Greek and Roman 
empires, and that it is to-day and has 
always been the dominant feature of our 
naval and military training. The future of 
education does not depend upon the addi- 
tion of fresh subjects to an already com- 
plex curriculum. As Sir Richard Living- 
ston (an eminent educationalist) aptly says, 
“ Overcrowding in education as in hous- 
ing turns a school or a college into an 
intellectual slum.” 

It is important that the opportunities 
which are at present available as a result 
of the recent educational legislation should 
be reviewed, understood, and the tenden- 
cies of the present day, resulting from the 
change in outlook and social status of the 
community as a whole, assessed. 

Mr. Woodbine Parish then proceeded 
to trace some of the outstanding educa- 
tional achievements during the past 100 
years and continued :— 

It is unfortunate that there are some 
to-day who are of the opinion that, owing 
to the present building licensing arrange- 
ments, and the many difficulties which 
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exist such as timber and steel shortages, 
it is of little use to train young lads for 
the building industry. This is quite 
manifestly a short sighted, wholly futile 
and unenlightened outlook. It entirely 
overlooks the important joint responsi- 
bility of both the local education authori- 
ties and building industry to provide 
training for those lads who may wish 
to enter the industry and also, perhaps 
of greater importance, it disregards the 
paramount need to ensure the future effi- 
ciency, adequacy and stability of the 
building industry—an industry with many 
years of urgent work ahead which will 
require the provision of a continuity of 
well trained and capable craftsmen and 
supervisors. As the Minister of Works 
has pointed out, the industry is ubiquitous 
and is in the vanguard of our post-war 
reconstruction be it industrial, educa- 
tional, social, or agricultural. It is to 
this industry that the export industries 
fook for the modernising of their fac- 
tories and plants so that they can more 
easily compete in the world markets 
which are tending to become keener as 
each day goes by. 


Continued Education. 


Besides the question of recruiting and 
training the young there is the critical 
need of improving the skill of those 
already in the industry and this applies 
to all levels, craftsmen and technicians, 
supervisors, foremen and managers. In 
the past there seems to have been an 
accepted theory that upon leaving school 
at 14 or whatever the age was educa- 
tion as such was finished and that, on 
becoming a wage earner, one had little, 
if any, need of further education other 
than the practical training one acquired 
as an apprentice to a trade; the need for 
continued education in technology was 
largely overlooked and is still not readily 
accepted by some as essential. 

In the Services the process of training 
is continuous. There are courses for 
senior officers just as there are for the 
new recruits when they enlist or enter 
upon National Service, and so in civilian 
and industrial life we must accept the need 
for adult education and training at all 
levels and provide the necessary facilities 
to meet such needs. I cannot stress too 
much the importance of this matter, for 
I believe that insufficient mutual thought 
has been devoted both by educationalists 
and industrialists to this subject and that 
is why we are still without any general 
clear cut policy to deal with the matter. 

I shall probably be accused of being 
far too outspoken as a result of these 
views but I believe that far more deadly 
than Hitler’s secret weapons are apathy 
and disinterestedness, both of which un- 
fortunately abound in the matter of adult 
industrial education, particularly in so 
far as the administrative, managerial, and 
supervisory subjects are concerned. 
There is to-day, in some quarters, the 
notion that formal training for manage- 
ment is no concern of the. vrofessional 
educationalists. and that it is only pos- 
sible to train for the supervisory ranks 
of the building industry bv practical ex- 
perience in industry. but this I believe to 
be a wholly false conception. 

It is not so very long ae since doc- 
tors ceased having aporentices and the 
medical profession set un recognised 
medical schools where entrants to that 
calling could be pronerlv and progres- 
sively trained and aualified to meet the 
needs of the community. I personally 
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look forward to the time, and I hope that 
it may not be too far distant, when it 
will it be necessary for those desiring to 
undertake and organise the important 
function of providing building and civil 
engineering services for the community 
to undergo a recognised and approved 
course of training and to submit them- 
selves to a qualifying examination before 
they can carry on business in the indus- 
try. 

There are those who say that such a 
scheme would be quite unworkable but I 
venture to suggest that that is the wish 
and not the truth. It would not seem to 
have been impossible so far as_ the 
important function of dispensing drugs 
and prescriptions is concerned and, com- 
ing nearer home, the architects have in 
recent years set up a registration council 
which will eventually bring undoubted 
benefits to the professional side of the 
industry. It is for the industry itself to 
consider the advisability and desirability 
of accegting and operating a system of 
qualification and then to enlist the help 
of professional educationalists in carrying 
out such a scheme. It will be a slow 
process; progress may at times be dis- 
couraging, but it is needful that a start 
be made if as an industry we are to ful- 
fil our part in the steady and progressive 
evolution which is taking place and will 
continue to take place in the future. As 
with managerial skill, so with craft skill; 
qualifications must be sought in the future 
so that at all stages efficiency is increased, 
costs are reduced and more work per 
man year is accomplished with no in- 
crease in the amount of human energy 


expended. 


100 Years Ago. : 

I would pl that given the right 
opportunities and suitably _encouraged 
by those whose responsibility it is to 
advise upon and administer technical 
education and training, the young men 
who are already in the building industry 
and those who will follow will not be 
slow to take advantage of the results 
of the efforts and endeavours which 
we can now make in the direction 
which I have suggested if we have 
a mind to make a start. A hun 
dred years ago this country was at the 
zenith of her industrial power and was 
leading the world in technical develop- 
ment. A great exhibition, the 1851 Exhi- 
bition was held to demonstrate the skill 
and craftsmanship which this country 
possessed and as an outcome of that the 
City and Guilds Institute of London came 
into being as a means of providing tech- 
nical training in a large number of sub- 
jects. I hope the coming éxhibition will 
be made an occasion for a rededication 
by the building industry of its belief in 
the need for a comprehensive system of 
industrial training and education with 
broad principles such as I have previously 
outlined, so that in the future its ranks 
may be filled with only fully qualified 
and able men trained to meet the tasks 
that will be encountered. i ; 

Let us not forget that we have in this 
small island to-day a wealth of latent 
talent second to none. Training and 
education properly and wisely conducted 
can be the master key to that store of 
hidden ability and skill. Not only in this 
country is there the need for, and count- 
less opportunities open to, capable build- 
ing trade technicians, craftsmen, and 
supervisors, but also in the vast Common- 
wealth overseas, which our forefathers 
through their wisdom, energy and fore- 
sight, created. We in the British Isles 
are inclined to forget the needs of our 
Empire cousins in this matter. We are 
apt to fail in providing that help which 
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we are able to give by reason of our 
educational facilities. It is here in the 
technical colleges and universities of the 
United Kingdom that a cardinal and im- 
pressive part can and should be played 
in sustaining the Bra gia of the Com- 
monwealth and Empire. 

I know the administrative difficulties 
are many, and that staff and accommoda- 
tion problems exist, but they can be 
overcome if all who are concerned are 
prepared fo contribute sufficient time 
and thought to the matter. 


An Indivisible Industry. 

I have always held that the building 
industry is indivisible and that it is im- 
possible for the best to be attained unless 
all sections, professional as well as in- 
dustrial, are prepared to jointly discuss 
their mutual problems of planning and 
execution, so that a building which even 
in its simplest form involves a consider- 
able number of operations, is designed 
with due regard to the constructional 
methods used by the builder as well as 
the all-important esthetic values for 
which the architect must be responsible. 
The enormous changes and developments 
which have taken place in this old-estab- 
lished and traditional industry since the 
turn of the century are not always 
realised. 

We have witnessed the advent of steel- 
framed buildings and reinforced concrete 
structures. Recently we have seen the 
introduction of prestressed concrete. 
There has been a rapid growth (with re- 
sulting complexities) in the techniques of 
lighting, heating, ventilating and _ re- 
frigerating; there have been great 
advances in such matters as the thermal 
and acoustical treatment of buildings, 
and it is needful that there should be an 
understanding of the relationship of 
these developments one to another by 
those who are concerned with the 
supervision and management of the in- 
dustry. We have experienced the effects 
on the organisation of building work 
resulting from the advent of site 
machinery such as the many and varied 
types of mechanical excavating plant, 
concrete mixing devices, hoisting and 
pumping equipment, not to mention the 
many other mechanical aids and small 
hand tools that are now available to the 
industry. These few details indicate 
how far we have travelled in 50 short 
years and illustrate how essential it is 
that our technical and administrative 
trdining and education should keep in 
step with these inevitable developments. 


U.D.C. Metallurgy. 


The British Standard for U.D.C. 
Metallurgy (B.S. 1000 (669) : 1949) is the 
latest of the series of complete sectional 
tables of the 4th edition of the Universal 
Decimal Classification being prepared by 
the British Standards Institution. It is 
a 44-page document, containing a 
detailed alphabetical subject index, and 
is published at 10s. Similar in principle 
to the Dewey Classification, the U.D.C. has 
been expanded and modified to meet the 
requirements of workers in special fields 
of science and industry. The principles 
are explained in the 5-page introduction 
to the Abridged English edition, pub- 
lished last year as B.S.1000A: 1948. 

It - is recommended that metal- 
lurgical firms and institutions wishing 
to arrange their documents in a syste- 
matic manner should make use of this 
abridgment as a background upon which 
to base the more detailed classification 
of metallurgy proper for which the pre- 
sent document is designed. Copies are 
obtainable from the B.S.I., Sales Depart- 
ment, 24, Victoria-street, London, S.W.1. 
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BUILDING 
FOREMANSHIP 


Ministry of Education Course 
for Teachers 


(PHE Ministry of Education’s short 
course for teachers on building fore- 
manship subjects, held at the Polyiechnic. 
Regent-street, on_January 14 and 15, was 
opened by Mr. H. J. Falkus, M.1.0.B., 
representing the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. In addition 
to 30 teachers, 10 principals of colleges 
and heads of departments interested in 
building foremanship were present. 

Visitors included Messrs. Woodbine 
Parish and Paton Walker, representing 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers; Mr. Barton, represent- 
ing the Southern Counties Federation: 
Mr. C. E. Pocock, of the London 
Builders’ Foremen’s Association: Miss P. 
M. F. Hooper, of the Medical Research 
Council; Mr. Stanley Price, of the 
Regional Advisory Council for Higher 
Technological Education; Mr. J. B. 
Hawker, of the Ministry of Works 
Regional Advisory Service; and Mr. H. 
J. Shelley, Chief Inspector, Ministry of 
Education. 

Lectures were given by Messrs. A. G. 
Buck, AM.ILI.A. A. GG. Raven, 
A.M.L1A., and W. R. Toogood, of the 
London Association of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works. These lecturers 
have been responsible for the initial fore- 
manship courses at the L.C.C. Brixton 
School of Building and have assisted at 
other centres in the London region. 

The course was based upon the report 
on the training of general foremen pub- 
lished by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, dated July, 
1948. The report embodies curricula 
and syllabuses which aim at covering 
studies for the training of foremen who 
have considerable practical experience 
but who may have had hitherto little 
background of technical education. e 
course of training laid out in the report 
is of an experimental nature, and special 
problems arise from the necessity of 
including a large amount of material 
within 130 teaching hours. There was 
ample evidence, however, that consider- 
able success had been achieved in meeting 
the difficulties. 

Points Discussed. 

The lecturers dealt with the revision of 
building practice, site organisation and 
administration and with personnel man- 
agement and welfare. In each case the 
actual syllabus was described in some 
detail and the techniques for handling 
the class and the material were discussed. 

A discussion followed each lecture and 
the following points received particular 
attention ° 

1. The possible desirability of the 
issue of a certificate, with a national 
currency, on the satisfactory com- 
pletion of a course of foremanship 
studies. This entails uniformity of 
syllabus throughout the country. 

2. The importance to lecturers of 
good case material in the form of 
illustrated examples, site models, plans, 
charts, film strips, collections of actual 
photographs, etc. 

3. The desirability of extending to 
craft foremen this type of training, 
which might follow the normal techni- 
cal college courses catering for building 
apprentices. 

Tributes were paid to the excellent 
pioneer work done by the three lecturers 
by Mr. Woodbine Parish and by Mr. 
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Reid, principal of the L.C.C. Brixton 
Schoo! of Building, who were strongly 
supported in this and in the expression 
of appreciation of the course arranged 
by the Ministry. A request was made 
for the Ministry to arrange a similar 
course next year. 


INSURANCE ON BUILDING 
WORKS 
Employers’ Liability 


NEGLIGENCE in some form or other 
+ had to be proved before an injured 
employee could claim damages from his 
employer, said Mr. E. HamMMonp, 
F.C.L1., LL.B., in a recent lecture to 
members of the London Association of 
Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works. 

The headings under which an employer 
may become liable were briefly sum- 
marised as follows: (1) Personal acts of 
negligence on the part of the employer: 
(2) Where the employer fails to exercise 
reasonable care in the selection of com- 
petent workmen; (3) Where an unsafe 
place of work is provided; the defect must 
be patent and not latent (4) Where there is 
failure to provide proper plant and 
machinery, etc.; (5) Where there is 
failure to provide a safe system of work- 
ing; (6) In the case of a breach of 
Statutory Regulations; and (7) Since July 
5, 1948, where the employer is respon- 
sible for the negligent act of a fellow ser- 
vant who caused the injury. 

Mr. Hammond _ continued: The 
majority of employers take out an in- 
surance to cover this liability. There is 
no obligation to do so, but they know that 
damages amounting to thousands of 
pounds may be awarded in cases of 
serious injury. 

Normally the employers’ liability policy 
covers all employees irrespective of their 
earnings and the nature of their duties. 
If such a policy exists then there is cover, 
but the injury has to be received in one 
of the ways already mentioned before 
damages are payable. So far as builders 
and contractors are concerned, the chief 
exclusions that appear on the standard 
form of policy can be summarised as:— 

(a) The use of wood-working machinery 
driven by mechanical power. (This does 
not include lathes, fret-saws, boring 
machines, sanding machines, portable 
tools.) (b) The use of cranes, lifts and 
hoists with a maximum lift of 20 feet and 
a maximum load of 5 ewt. (c) Demoli- 
tion of buildings exceeding 30 feet in 
height from the lowest point of the 
foundations to the highest point of the 
building. (d) Work upon towers, steeples, 
blast furnaces, etc. (e) Pile- driving, 
blasting, quarrying, sand or gravel get- 
ting; and (f) Making of sewers or other 
excavations exceeding ten feet in depth 
from the surface. 

It is possible to cover these risks by 
the payment of additional premium. The 
employer may also be liable to pay 
damages if an employee contracts 4 
disease known as pneumoconiosis (a 
form of tuberculosis) if this is due to the 
work. This risk is not covered unless 
additional premiums are paid. 

It should also be noted that employees 
of sub-contractors are not covered under 
an employers’ liability policy. Liability 
of an employer in this respect is usually 
covered by the employers’ public liability 
policy, which covers a person’s liability 
to pay compensation to third parties, that 
is, persons other than employees, in 
respect of bodily injury or damage to 
property caused through negligence. An 
employer is liable for the results of his 
servant’s negligence if the act occurred 
during the course of his employment. 
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MAINTENANCE COSTS 
TO BE CUT 


M.O.H. Circular to Local 
Authorities 

[N a circular to local authorities the 

Minister ot Health has requested that 
immediate steps be taken to eftect a 20 
per cent. reduction (based on the year 
1949) in the annual cost of maintenance 
in respect of property other than house 
property. 

The Circular (5/50), which bears the 
signature of Mr. H. Symon, and is issued 
in agreement with the Ministry of Works, 
states :— 

REDUCTION IN CAPITAL EXPENDITURE. 

CONTROL OF BUILDING OPERATIONS. 


1. I am directed by the Minister of 
Health to refer to Circular 167/48 of 
October 30, 1948, enclosing a copy of 
the Control of Building Operations (No. 
12) Order, 1948. This Order was super- 
seded on Juiy 1, 1949, by the Control of 
Building Operations (No. 13) Order, 1949, 
now revoked by the Control of Building 
Operations (No. 14) Order, 1949, which 
will come into operation on February 1, 
1950. A copy of this is forwarded here- 
with for the information of the authority. 

2. A number of changes have been 
made under the new Order following 
decisions reached by the Government on 
the measures to be adopted, by reducing 
capital expenditure, to deal with the 
country’s present economic difficulties 
as anneunced by the Prime Minister and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 
House of Commons on October 24 and 
October 26 respectively. One of these 
changes is in the authorisation limit 
under paragraph (1) of Regulation 56A 
of the Defence (General) Regulations, 
1939, for works of the kind specified in 
Part Il of the Sixth Schedule of those 
Regulations. This limit has been reduced 
from £1,000 to £500. Accordingly, as 
from February 1, 1950, local authorities 
and statutory water undertakings will be 
required, in the discharge of any of 
their functions, to apply to the Minister 
for an authorisation to permit the carry- 
ing out of a building operation the cost 
of which exceeds £500. Where work on 
a building operation costing up to £1,000 
has actually been started on or before 
January 31, 1950, an authorisation by the 
Minister will not be needed. 

3. Hitherto, local authorities and statu- 
tory water undertakings have been free 
to decide, in the exercise of their dis- 
cretion, the amount of work of a main- 
tenance character—decorations, minor 
repairs and the like—which should be 
carried out on property owned by them. 
The Government does not wish to deprive 
authorities of their freedom of action in 
this regard, nor to add to their administra- 
tive burdens by bringing this work under 
control. Authorities will, however, 
appreciate that a reduction in investment 
in this wide field of expenditure is essen- 
tial as a part of the general plan. They 
are, therefore. requested to take immedi- 
ate steps to effect a reduction of 20 per 
cent. based on the year 1949, in the annual 
cost of maintenance in respect of their 
property other than house property. Simi- 
lar action is being taken by the Ministry 
of Works in regard to the licensing of 
works of maintenance and repair and 
adaptations. etc.. to private buildings 


other than dwell'ngs. 

4. The Government have also decided 
to secure a reduct‘on of 20 per cent. in 
the total value of licences for all work 
to existing vrivate dwellings (i.e., main- 
tenance and repairs, war damage repairs, 
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conversions, adaptations, extensions, re- 
conditioning and improvements) as from 
January 1, 1950. Accordingly, the 
officers appointed for the purpose by local 
authorities should ensure that the total 
value of all such licences issued by them 
in each quarter of 1950 does not exceed 
one-fifth of the total value of all licences 
for such work issued during 1949; these 
arrangements supersede any licensing ceil- 
ings which have hitherto been in force 
or which may in some areas already have 
been notified for 1950. Also, housing 
authorities should review their expendi- 
ture on the repair and maintenance of 
their own house property with the object 
of keeping this to the lowest practicable 
level, e.g., by spreading the work over 
a longer period. 

It is appreciated that in those local 
authority areas where applications for 
licences are few and likely to be unevenly 
spread over the year, strict compliance 
in each quarter with the revised licensing 
arrangements may raise administrative 
difficulties, and in such circumstances any 
modifications which appear reasonably 
necessary may be made provided that 
over the year as a whole the 20 per cent. 
reduction is achieved. Should any local 
authority be in doubt regarding the total 
value of all licences issued by them dur- 
ing 1949, for work to existing dwellings, 
the Regional Director of the Ministry of 
Works will be prepared to supply the 
necessary information on request. 

5. Work required under a Statutory 
Notice should continue to be licensed with 
as little delay as possible and such work 
should be regarded as a first charge 
against the available licensing ceilings; in 
considering other applications general 
discretion should be exercised having re- 
gard to the nature of the work. Where- 
ever reasonably practicable, preference 
should be given to work providing addi- 
tional accommodation (subject to para- 
graph 8 of the Circular 40/48 which, with 
the exception of the first sentence, remains 
operative), to work of reconditioning (in 
this connection see paragraph 2 of Circu- 
lar 169/48) and to work requiring little 
or no softwood timber. The provision 
made in paragraphs 3, 10 and 11 of Cir- 
cular 40/48 or under any special regional 
arrangements for the issue of licences out- 
side the authorised monetary ceilings are 
hereby cancelled, but the value of such 
licences issued during 1949 should be 
taken into account in determining the 
total permitted volume of maintenance 
and repair licensing in 1950. With the 
exception of paragraphs 6, 8 (subject to 
omission of the first sentence) and 12, Cir- 
cular 40/48 is withdrawn. 

6. In conclusion, I am to emphasise 
that, as has been stated by the Prime 
Minister: “Private individuals, publi- 
and private corporations and _ local 
authorities must all exercise restraint and 
economise wherever possible.” The 
Minister feels sure that he can relv upon 
the ready co-operation of every authority 
in the country in this very important 
task facing the nation to-day. 


County and City Architects’ Societies. 

The second joint annual d'nner of these 
societies was held in December last at 
96 Restaurant, Piccadilly, with Mr. L. 
C. Howitt, president of the City and 
Borough Architects’ Society, presiding, 
supported by Mr. C. G. Stillman, presi- 
dent of the County Architects’ Society. 
Between 40 and 50 were present, and a 
most enjoyable evening was spent, 
enlivened by entertainment given by 
members and their friends. 
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MAINTAINING OUR 
LIVING STANDARD 
Building Industry's Major Role 


PPHE building industry had a major 

part to play in the battle for Britain’s 
standard of living which British industry 
would fight this year, by increasing its 
productivity and lowering its costs so 
that it could compete in the world’s 
markets, said Mr. Ropert O. Lieyp, 
O.B.E., when he spoke (in the capacity 
of senior vice-president, N.F.B.T.E.) at 
the annual dinner of the South Wales 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
held at Cardiff on January 18. 


The cost of our product has a material 
effect on the cost of products in all other 
branches of industry, he said. 

Referring to the imminent report of 
the building team which recently visited 
the U.S.A. to study building methods 
in that country, Mr. Lloyd said: “I shall 
not be anticipating this report if I tel} 
you that the whole tempo of the American 
industry is much faster than anything 
we have over here. American building 
jobs are geared like a machine belt in 
a factory and the direct material incen- 
tive for the operatives to keep up the pace 
is the high rate of wages of building 
trades craftsmen which enable them to 
maintain an extremely high standard of 
living. 

“The American irdustry has an end- 
less flow of all materials readily avail- 
able and there are no restrictive controls 
or licences which get in the way of full 
production. We in Brita'n, with our 
current shortage of dollars which restricts 
the flow of materials, particularly tim- 
ber, are handicapped, but even under 
present conditions I believe we shall be 
able to learn many a lesson from Ameri- 
can organisation and methods.” 

Speaking on incentives, Mr. W. E. 
Tuomas, president of the South Wales 
Federation, said :— . 

** What greater incentive do we require 
than the incentive to maintain or to re- 
cover the. highest standard of life pos- 
sible in this country? I believe, and a 
great many people in this industry agree 
with me, that we can close the gap in 
the housing shortage if we all make up 
our minds to work harder, to work longer 
hours as a temporary measurep to sur- 
mount our difficulties. 

“The Government can help by abolish- 
ing controls which tie up the industry 
to-day. This does not mean that a great 
number of people are going to be put 
out of work, but it means that thousands 
will be transferred to the industry on pro- 
ductive work, which is very necessary 
if we are going to rebuild our towns 
and villages. With a free supply of 
material delivered to the building sites 
and increased productivity, we will soon 
be able to provide four houses at the 
present cost of three for all classes of 
the community. 

“The most serious blow to the building 
industry was the cut in private licences; 
that means that the person who is pre- 
pared to rent or buy a privately-built 
house has to go without. Apparently, in 
these days, it is not considered good 
economy to relieve the ratepayer and the 
taxpayer of the subsidies now paid to- 
wards the cost of the erection of houses 
built by public authorities. 

“The building industry will never be 
happy or prosperous until it is allowed 
to make full use of its plant, its labour, 
its skill, its knowledge and experience. I 
believe a great deal can be accomplished 
if we have a greater measure of goodwil? 
all round.” 
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LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 


Annual Luncheon and General Meeting 


FREFERENCES to the imminence of 
the General Election, at which 
housing would be in the forefront, and 
the fact that the building industry could 
not expect to remain on the purely 
economic plane while so many other 
industries were in the vortex of political 
"war were made by Mr. NIGEL HANNEN, 
retiring President of the L.M.B.A., when 
he spoke at the annual general meeting 
of the Association at the Park-lane Hotel, 
London, on January 19. 

He hoped that politicians on ail sides 
wouid set a limit to the electoral claims 
‘they made, for in the end it was the 
‘builder who built: the politician merely 
extended his influence over men and 
materials, and it was on the economics of 
the international situation that discus- 
sions on these questions would be 
settled, whichever party came to power. 
The L.M.B.A. was non-political. It 
existed to promote the well-being of the 
building industry in London, and what- 
ever the colour of the next Government, 
it hoped that building in 1950 might 
flourish as a vital social service, serv- 
ing the needs of a thriving community. 


Posing the question “What have we 
achieved during the year that has 
passed?” Mr. Hannen said: “J think 


we can fairly claim that on two things, 
apprenticeship and incentives, there is a 
rapidly changing view, if not indeed a 
<ompletely new outlook. On appren- 
ticeship we have asked ourselves two 
questions: Can the period of apprentice- 
ship be shortened? Is it right to deliver 
an ultimatum to a boy of 15, saying to 
him—now a craftsman or never? What- 
ever the answers, craftsmen must be 
trained, and craftsmen must be trained 
thoroughly, if we are to remain a craft 
industry, which means so much to us. 
“As employers we have also to train 
our foremen and general foremen. We 
have to train experts in the higher 
‘branches of the industry. To some ex- 
tent we have always done this, but with 
no definite scheme. That gap in our 
organisation we are now trying to fill.” 
On incentives Mr. Hannen said that 
a year ago they were regarded by both 
operatives and a considerable section of 
the employers with a measure of 
suspicion. To-day both sides recog- 
nised incentives had come to stay. Where 
they had been worked, incentives had 


speeded production and reduced costs, to 
the advantage of employers, operatives 
and the general public. 


He was satisfied 


that incentives opened the road to pro- 
gressive reduction in the cost of build- 


ing. 
Incentives, Training and Co-operation. 


After Mr. R. R. Costain, C.B.E., had 
been elected unanimously as President of 
the Association for the ensuing year and 
had been invested with the badge of 
office by Mr. Hannen, Mr. CostTAIN also 
made some remarks on the General Elec- 
tion and said that the coming year wouid 
undoubtedly be a most difficult one; but 
whatever party was in power after Feb- 
ruary 23, he would take every oppor- 
tunity to urge the importance of greater 
freedom and initiative for the industry. 

The President went on to say that 
during his year of office he intended 
giving particular attention to _ three 
matters. The first concerned training in 
the industry, starting with apprentices 
and working right through to director 
level. He would apply his energies to 
encourage in every way possible the in- 
take of apprentices, despite the. difficul- 
ties encountered in employing these boys. 

“Further training in the industry,” he 
continued, “should be brought much 
more in the public eye than hitherto. in 
the old days it was possible to take a 
promising young man and make him a 
foreman; in time he became an agent 
and then a director of the firm. Now, 
with all the problems and scientific ad- 
vancement involved, we must, as an 
association, give some time to training 
these men. 

“The second matter is incentives, and 
I feel that we must make them work. 
We as individuals complain of the policy 
of the Government in removing all in- 
centive to special effort, but we can 
hardly complain of lack of incentive to 
ourselves if we do not give it to our 
operatives. 

“The third matter,” added the Presi- 
dent, “* concerns co-operation with other 
sections of the industry. Attendance at 
some of the committees dealing with this 
work has not been too well marked 
in the last year and we must have better 
attendances. I intend to propose a small 
membership for these committees so that 
responsibility will rest with the absolute 
minimum. 

“ Finally I would like to stress that in- 
dividualism is the most important thing 
in our industry, but the man who still 
has some small opportunity to display 
his individuality is the small contractor, 
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and he is the man I want to encourage 
to take a more active part in our asso- 
ciation. I de beg him to attend our meet- 
ings and give us the benefit of his 
experience and knowledge.” 

Other officers elected for the ensuing 
year were: vice-president, Mr. D. F. Cox 
(Messrs. Haymills ee ge — 
junior vice-presidents, Mr. 
Gough-Cooper (Messrs. (Ee ce 
and Co., Ltd.), and Mr. D. E. Woodbine- 
Parish, F.I.0.B. (Messrs. Holliday and 
Greenwood, Ltd.); hon. treasurer, Mr. 
E. W. Garrett, F.1.0.B. (Messrs. J. 
ea and Son, Ltd.). Council: Messrs. 

H. W. Banks, B. C. Brook, E. G. S. 
Buchanan, H. H. Dexter, H. J. Falkus, 
A. H. P. Hudson, E. S. Moss, F. C. 
Steel, N. E. Wates and F. L. Whitehead; 
hon. auditor, Mr. H. Ellis. 

A resolution, notice of which had been 
received from the Southern Area, “ That 
the time has now arrived to give the 
members of the L.M.B.A. the oppor- 
tunity to meet together to consider the 
future of the industry,” was not carried. 


The Annual Repert. 

The change in attitude of the building 
unions towards incentives was noted in 
the annual report of the association, 
which was approved at the meeting. The 
report states :— 

“Discussions have continued through- 
out the year upon this matter which is 
so important in view of the need for a 
greater increase in productivity. It has 
been shown that, where a proper incen- 
tives scheme has been put into operation 
and where there has been full co-opera- 
tion by the operatives, production has, 
fm fact, increased considerably and costs 
have been reduced, whilst the operatives 
themselves have gained substantially 
higher earnings. The attitude of the 
unions towards this matter appears to 
have undergone a favourable change in 
many directions, whilst employers have 
come to realise more and more the bene- 
fits that can accrue. The autumn has 
seen the end of the two years’ experi- 
mental period and the general view is 
that it has taught many lessons, the bene- 
fits of which will have to be learned. 
National discussions on the matter are 
likely to go. on for a considerable time 
and, in the meantime, all possible help 
is being given to those in the industry 
to find ways and means of resolving the 
difficulties that remain.’ 

Following are further extracts from 
the report :— 

L.C.C. FoRM OF CONTRACT.—The asso- 
ciation remains deeply concerned at the 
attitude adopted by the L.C.C. It has 
already been reported that, in the early 
part of the year, a comprehensive docu- 
ment on the matter was submitted to the 
L.C.C. and continual pressure has been 
kept up. This matter was referred to in 
quite strong terms in the National] Fed- 
eration’s evidence to the Working Party, 
and the association had urged that a 
deputation should be received by the 
L.C.C. to discuss the whole of this prob- 
lem in which it was known that the Fed- 
eration of Associations of Specialists 
and Sub-Contriactors were also deeply 
involved. It was with considerable con- 
cern therefore that the association 
received in November a very brief note. 
without any detailed explanation and 
without any suggestion of a meeting, 
that the L.C.C. were unable to accede to 
the requests made. The association 
remain convinced that this attitude is 
entirely against the interests of the L.C.C. 
themselves because not only is there a 
rapidly growing feeling of dissatisfaction 
at the way in which eontractors are dealt 
with, but there are many firms of high 
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standing in London who will not con- 
sider undertaking L.C.C. work until 
more equ.table conditions of contract are 
provided. A further request for a depu- 
tation to te received has been made. 

War Damase Commission.—A diffi- 
culty which largely affects the smaller 
firms. is the delay in approving specifica- 
tions. This often means that building 
licences pile up in a builder’s office whilst 
at the same time the local authority con- 
cerned loses the benefits of those amounts 
out. of its periodic quota. Steps are now 
being taken to try to overcome this 
difficult aspect of war damage work. In 
the meantime direct representations have 
been made in a large number of cases 
on behaif of individual members and 
generally they have been effective. 

BUILDERS’ FOREMEN.—There has been 
considerable activity throughout the Fed- 
eration in the past year in the matter of 
training and organisation of builders’ 
foremen. The.report on training, which 
was issued in 1948, has caused wide- 
spread interest and has awakened the 
activities of the foremen’s associations 
along somewhat new lines. As a result 
of joint meetings, the London Builders’ 
Foremen’s Association has become more 
active in many directions for the better 
training and. education of its own mem- 
bers. Every member is urged to realise 
the importance, and in fact the serious- 
ness, of this matter and to encourage 
his own foremen to join immediately one 
of the recognised bodies representing 
builders’ general foremen. 


“Incentive” and “ Bonus.” 


THE vital difference between the words 
incentive and bonus, as applied to indus- 
try, were commented upon by Mr. 
MICHAEL WATERHOUSE, M.C., P.R.I.B.A., 
when he spoke at the luncheon preceding 
the annual general meeting. 

Mr. Waterhouse recounted some of his 
experiences during his recent visit to the 
U.S.A. with the British building team, and 
spoke of the fundamental differences be- 
tween conditions and general outlook in 
the United States and in this country. 
These differences were noticeable in build- 
ing, —* house-building. In the 
U.S.A. every trade (and, indeed, every 
operative employed in that trade) tried to 
do the best job possible, and to give the 
other trades concerned their chance of 
doing likewise. It was the spirit of per- 
sonal urge for individual betterment, 
which, in turn, led to general betterment 
for the whole community. This meant 
a better standard of living, better rela- 
tions between trades, and a really better 
relationship between operatives and 
employers. In this connection, he thought 
that there had been some muddled thinking 
and speaking over the word “ incentive.” 
“To my mind,” said Mr. Waterhouse, 
“incentive is a vital feature and a vital 
force: a thing of the spirit that permeates 
an individual throughout his existence. 
A bonus is only extra cash, but there is 
a spirit in incentive which is quite dis- 
tinct from mere cash value; and that is 
why it is wrong to argue that we can 
achieve the same results as the Ameri- 
cans merely by adopting a high-wage 
policy. Incentive means not only a policy 
of high wages but something more. For 
many years there has been in this country 
a policy of work for all and the same 
wage for all—a policy of equal pay. Men, 
however, are not equal, no two being 
alike; and equal pay means equal pay 
for unequal work. 

“We require a new outlook, so that a 
man shall be rewarded according to what 
he does. Let the building industry, which 
is the greatest in the country with the 
exception of agriculture, set an example.” 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
FEDERATION 


Presentation to Mr. A. L. Peyman 


N R. E. R. BOWYER, J.P., President, 
took the chair at the luncheon 
held on the occasion of the annual meet- 
ing of the Southern Counties Federation 
of Building Trades Employers at the Con- 
naught Rooms, London, on January 20. 

Proposing the toast of the Southern 
Counties Federation, MR. NORMAN LONG- 
LEY (President of the National Federa- 
tion) complimented the Southern Coun- 
ties on the manner in which they had 
blazed the trail for higher education in 
the building industry by setting up a 
scholarship and training fund of £800 
for five years. In doing this, the 
Southern builders had done much more 
than pay lip ‘service to ensure that 
entrants to the industry, with ability, 
should have the opportunity of the finest 
possible technical education. “Our 
industry,” said the speaker, “employs 
over a million men and is responsible 
for over half of the capital investment 
of the country. As a key industry it is 
imperative that we shall have not only 
a steady flow of apprentices to man the 
crafts but also a growing corps of tech- 
nicians who can direct the skills and 
labours of this army of craftsmen.” 

Mr. Longley ended by offering his con- 
gratulations to the Southern Federation 
on the way in which they had presented 
their stand at the M.o.W. Tunbridge 
Wells exhibition. 

Responding, THE PRESIDENT said that 
one of his aims during the coming year 
would be to secure the greatest possible 
freedom for the industry consistent with 
equal freedom for others. At no time 
during the past five years had builders 
been given a free rein to serve the nation. 
Registration and licensing would have to 
remain for some time but there were 
many irksome regulations which could 
and should be removed. 

The President then presented to Mr. 
Keith Martin (retiring President) and to 
Mrs. Martin a landscape of the Sussex 
Downs as “a mark of appreciation of 
Mr. Martin’s leadership and ability ” 
during his year of office. In responding, 
Mr. MartTIN said that he had been 
accused of invading the political arena 
during the past year but when one had 
a Minister of Health who exercised 
political discrimination in housing mat- 
ters it was difficult to avoid it. “For 
builders and house-builders and all who 
want houses of their own I would say 
that February 23 is D-day,” added Mr. 
Martin. 

The presentation of an_ illuminated 
address was then made to Mr. Anthony 
L. Peyman, O.B.E., in recognition of his 


‘ work for apprenticeship and higher edu- 


cation. “ Always,” reads the Address, 
“he has been guided by ideals for the 
betterment of the standards and condi- 
tions of our Industry . . . he led the way 
towards the undertaking by the Federa- 
tion of greater responsibilities in the vital 
field of higher education for manage- 
ment . . . In recognition and grateful 
appreciation of his distinguished services 
to the Federation, notably in the field of 
education, Anthony Peyman has this day 
been elected a Life Member of the Coun- 
cil.” The presentation was made by 
the President. supported by Mr. John 
Smallbone, of Reading. 

The toast of “the Guests,” proposed 
by Mr. G. MAcKNESS Pettit (senior vice- 
president), was responded to by Mr. 
R. R. Costa, C.B.E. (President, 
L.M.B.A), who congratulated the South- 
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ern Federation upon the part it was play- 
ing in National Federation affairs and 
also upon the magnificent National Presi- 
dent they had supplied in Mr. Longley. 

Sir GeorGeE GaTer, G.C.M.G., Chair- 
man, B.A.T.C., who also _ responded, 
acknowledged the great help the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council had 
received from the Federation, especially 
from Mr. Peyman and Mr. G. O. 
Swayne. 


Annual Report 


Following are extracts from the report: 

The year 1949 has, for the Federation, 
been one of great activity and endeavour, 
with no lessening in the tempo of what 
might be termed the routine functioning 
of the Federation, but the industrial and 
economic background against which this 
has been achieved remains far from pro- 


mising. 

In 1948 there were hopes that materials 
in short supply would become easier to 
obtain; that the licensing limit might be 
increased; and that private enterprise 
ta gg would be given a greater 
proportion of the housing programme. 
Despite the absence of freedom, which we 
would regard as fundamental to the fullest 
production of which the industry is cap- 
able, it is not without some pride that the 
industry can look back on its achieve- 
poo 1949, difficult though these may 
be to evaluate. 

With regard to direct labour, the report 
states: Whilst it cannot be claimed that 
the year has shown a perceptible lessening 
of the activities of local authorities and 
other bodies in the direct labour field, it 
can be stated with certainty that there has 
been no appreciable increase; but there 
have, however, been certain trends which 
have given rise to some trepidation. 
Regional boards of nationalised industries 
have tended to recruit increasing numbers 
of operatives in the establishment of direct 
labour departments for maintenance and 
other work, and a number of cases of this 
kind have been brought to the notice of 
the Federation. 

The report goes on to deal in some 
length with the supply and distribution of 
building materials and with general labour 
matters, and on the subject of incentives 
it states that, although the issue of incen- 
tives has run like a thread through many 
of the Council’s deliberations, there has 
not this year been a full-dress debate on 
the principles involved, so that it is as yet 
too early to record a considered view of 
the Council. Nevertheless, it is apparent 
that, in a minority though they are, a 
number of firms have successfully applied 
the National Incentives Rule, strictly in 
accord with its provisions and with com- 
plete success. Their view is known to be 
that of whole-hearted support for the re- 
tention of incentives in the building indus- 
try, backed up | experience. On the 
other hand, it is known that some firms 
have conscientiously attempted to apply 
the rule to their particular types of work, 
but have discarded bonus systems entirely. 
Others, too, whilst prepared to agree to 
incentives still cannot find a reasonable 
and practical method of implementing 
those principles in their own firms. 

The National Federation has sent a 
questionnaire to all its members concern- 
ing the extent to which bonus payments 
are being made, and with regard to this 
the report states: It is desirable for firms 
not applying the rule to return the ques- 
tionnaire as those which do, in order that 
the National Federation may have statis- 
tics, which not only give vital informa- 
tion for discussions with operatives, but 
also provide evidence on the feeling of 
the membership. 
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Joint Consultation in the Industry 


TT'HAT priced bills of quantities should 

not be required from a contractor 
unless his tender is actually under con- 
sideration, is one of the recommendations 
made by the Southern Counties Consul- 
tative Committee of Architects and 
Builders in their first report, just pub- 


Thereport also states that the committee, 
having noted that the quantities rule of 
the N.F.B.T.E. does not apply where 
only one tender is sought, recommends 
that, where this course is followed and 
no bills of quantities are supplied for 
work estimated to exceed £1,500, the 
one builder, if so invited, should under- 
take to his price (with a list of basic 
prices) being scrutinised by a mutually 
acceptable quantity surveyor. 

The committee recommended all 
local authorities to use the R.J.B.A. 
standard form of contract adapted for 
their use, and also that the R.I.B.A. 
form of contract containing in clause 9 
the dayworks procedure be adopted by 
all local authorities; ie., that they 
should recognise and apply the national 
schedule of daywork charges. 

The committee also recommended that 
with regard to sub-contracts with spec- 
ialist firms, it shall be clearly stated that 
the accepted sub-contractor will be re- 
quired to sign the official sub-contract 
form designed for use where the main 
contractor has. signed the R.I.B.A. 
standard form of contract, thereby 
embracing all the covenants of the main 
contractor; but did not recommend as 
to the extent to which the use of the 
form should be governed by the amount 
of the sub-contract. 

With regard to the suggestion that the 
committee should recommend the time 
to be allowed for the preparation of 
tenders according to the approximate 
value of the contract, the committee did 
not feel it wise to specify definite periods, 
but urged that full regard should be had 
to the difficulties involved in the prepara- 
tion of tenders, and that the time limit 
should be based thereon. 

It recommended that local authorities 
should issue full lists of tenders received, 
publication of the actual names of the 
firms being left to their discretion, and 
warmly endorsed the suggestion that 
with a view to encouraging interest in the 
works there might be put up in the men’s 
mess-huts copies of the 3-in. scale work- 
ing drawings. 

A question was raised with the com- 
mittee concerning the final accounts for 
building contracts of local authorities. 
and following this it was noted that the 
N.F.B.T.E. had issued the following note 
for the guidance of all members :— 

Attention was called to the incon- 

venience caused to contractors by the 
retention, often for long periods, of 
eriginal invoicés for purposes of 
checking (i) by the quantity surveyors, 
Gi) by the local authority’s financial 
Officer and (iii) by the Ministry of 
Health auditors. The council were of 
the opinion that after invoices had 
been passed by the quantity surveyor 
on behalf of the building owner, his 
certificate that he had examined such 
invoices should be sufficient for the 
other officers concerned with the 
finances of a local authority. The 
council further considered that it was 
bad practice, and at times caused delav 
in auditing, that a contractor should 
be asked to part with his original in- 
voices. 

The council accordingly recommend 
that members be advised to insist upon 
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the checking of all original invoices 

in their own offices. 

The final item of the report is that 
the committee has noted the terms of 
Practice Notes Nos. 1-18 which have 
been issued by the Joint Contracts Tri- 
bunal, details of which have been issued 
to members of the Southern Counties 
Federation, and reproduces them as an 
appendix to the report. 


DIRECT LABOUR, LEEDS 
Statement by Director of Works 


JN connection with a reference to the 

Leeds Corporation Works Depart- 
ment (The Builder, January 20 last, 
p. 117) the Director of Works (Mr. H. R. 
Hudson, L.R.1I.B.A., M.R.San.I.) writes: 


“TI am anxious that the actual position 
should not be misconstrued, and would 
point out that this Department cannot by 
any means be classed as a direct labour 
one only. Our function is the control, 
execution and supervision of the mainte- 
nance repair and adaptation of all cor- 
poration properties, and the successful 
working of the Department has resulted 
from the joint use of both contract and 
direct labour for the carrying out of this 
work. The enclosed statement will no 
doubt enable you to obtain a clearer 
picture of our organisation and under- 
taking. Incidentally, other local authori- 
ties have shown considerable interest in 
the Leeds Works Department.” 


STATEMENT ON LEEDS 
WORKS DEPARTMENT 


The City’s Works Department, in- 
augurated in July 1947, is the department 
responsible for the control and super- 
vision and carrying out of works of main- 
tenance and repair, minor alterations, and 
adaptation, to the whole of the properties 
of the corporation, excluding those of 
the trading committees. As the Corpora- 
tion are the largest property owners in 
the City, the Works Department’s annual 
turnover is considerable; it is estimated 
that the turnover figure for the year end- 
ing March 31, 1950, will be in the region 
of £750,000. The Department has been 
built up from maintenance staffs of the 
various committees which were in exist- 
ence prior to the department’s inaugura- 
tion, making the fullest utilisation of the 
building plant and material stocks which 
were available in the various departments. 

During its life of two and a half years, 
the Works Department, under the able 
chairmanship of Alderman F. H. O’Don- 
nell, has made remarkable progress. 
Amongst other things, the vast pro- 
gramme of deferred maintenance which 
had accrued to the city’s properties, par- 
ticularly housing, has been completed. 
For instance, over a period of 18 months, 
18,000 out of the total 24,000 municipa: 
dwellings have been completely repaired 
and repainted, and it is very doubtful 
if any other local authority in the 
country can show results equal to this 
outstanding performance. The depart- 
ment is dealing with approximately 4,000 
repairs orders per week, received from 
the 24 committees of the Council catered 
for. These orders range from the 
smallest item of repair to works of a 
major nature. In addition to these main- 
tenance works, numerous schemes of 
adaptation and reconstruction of major 
importance have been taken in _ their 
stride, and expeditious and economical 
completion obtained by the exercising of 
ingenuity and the skilful use of reclaimed 
materials from other properties of the 
Council. Instances of these are as 
follows. 
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The recovering of Kirkgate Market 
roof, which before the formation of the 
Works Department it had been impossible 
to complete owing to building restrictions 
and the shortage of suitable materials, 
had now been completed at the very 
reasonable cost of £9,500. At the short- 
est notice it was decided to carry out 
works of reconstruction and redecoration 
at the Victoria Hall, Town Hall. This 
was completed within the record period 
of four weeks. The adaptation of hostels 
for the aged, school buildings, rehearsa} 
rooms for the civic theatre, flat conver- 
sions, together with a considerable 
number of emergency works which from 
time to time become necessary, through 
the many ramifications of a largé muni- 
cipal authority. 

Evidence that the department has 
already more than justified its existence 
is provided by the working results of the 
present and last financial years, and by 
the amount of work it has completed to 
date. By reason of the set-up, construc- 
tion and organisation of the department, 
the fullest use has been made not only 
of the staffs, buildings and plant avail- 
able in the corporation, but also of the 
city’s building trade labour force, 
whether contract or direct labour. 

From a broader point of view there 
has been a growing tendency for the 
major duties and _ responsibilities of 
various departments to become of 
secondary consideration to detail work 
in connection with maintenance, etc. The 
concentration of this detail in the Works 
Department has resulted in these depart- 
ments now being allowed to concentrate 
on the primary duties and responsibilities 
for which they were formed, and in con- 
sequence maintenance costs are being 
reduced to a minimum. 

So successful has the running of the 
department proved that at the invitation 
of the Housing Committee the Works 
Department are now constructing three 
pairs of Type A.3 houses on the Seacroft 
Estate. from which information will be 
available as to the cost of the various 
constructional operations, difficulties and 
delavs experienced in connection with the 
methods of construction. material 
supplies, etc.. and the difficulties in the 
general approach to this very contro- 
versial subiect. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
FEDERATION 


THE 31st annual general meeting of 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Emplovers was held at the University 
Arms Hotel, Cambridge, on January 18, 
and was attended bv Mr. G. H. A. 
Hughes, F.R.I.C.S.. Director of the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association. After 
Mr. Norman Longley. the National Presi- 
dent, had addressed the meeting. discus- 
sion took place on the regional Presi- 
dent’s review of 1949. The meeting was 
lively, and the ensuing debate most inter- 
esting. 

The following officers were elected: 
President, Mr. J. W. Croft (Lowestoft); 
Senior Vice-President, Mr. H. S. Johnson; 
Junior Vice-Presidents. Messrs. Harvey G. 
Frost, F.I.0.B.. P. J. C. West and A. E. 
Desborough. J.P.: Hon. Treasurer, Mr. 
Harvey G. Frost. F.1.0.B. 

A pleasant item on the agenda was the 
unanimous election to honorary life mem- 
bership of Mr. Thomas Forster. M.1.0.B.. 
of Welwyn Garden Citv. the Regional! 
President in 1945. in recognition of his 
great services to the industry and to the 
Federation. 

The meeting accepted an invitation to 
hold the summer meeting in Lowestoft on 
June 5, 6 and 7. 
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BRIGHT LIGHT SOURCES 
Their Discomforting Effects 


HE problem of investigating the dis- 

comforting effect on vision caused 
by bright light sources creating a condi- 
tion of glare was described in a paper, 
“Discomfort Glare and the Lighting of 
Buildings,’ by Messrs. P. PETHER- 
BRIDGE and R. G. HOPKINSON, which was 
read to the Illuminating Engineering 
Society on January 10. 


One of the recent trends in the lighting 
of buildings had been towards the pro- 
vision of much higher levels of illumina- 
tion, the paper stated. These higher 
levels had often been achieved 
by increasing the brightness of lighting 
fittings or the size of windows and it had 
been found that although benefit was ob- 
tained from the higher illumination 
levels, this might be offset to some con- 
siderable degree by the discomfort 
caused by bright light sources creating 
a condition of glare. 


It had long been recognised that glare 
could have several effects on vision which 
could be differentiated under the broad 
headings of disability and discomfort. 
A considerable amount of knowledge had 
already been acquired of the disabling 
effect of glaring light sources, whereas 
investigations of the discomfort due to 
glare had been restricted to limited fields. 
In particular, information was lacking of 
the discomfort glare due to large sources. 


The observational techniques and ap- 
paratus employed to collect this informa- 
tion were similar to those of a previous 
study in which discomfort glare under 
street-lighting conditions was examined. 


The investigation demanded a means of 
appraising different glare conditions, a 
method which had become known as the 
“multiple criterion” technique being 
employed. With this technique the dis- 
comfort from a gla-e source was assessed 
in terms of four recognisable criteria, a 
“control experiment” being used to de- 
termine the reliability of an observer and 
to measure the scatter of his observa- 
tions. 

The apparatus comprised a model room 
into which the observer looks, an essen- 
tial feature being independent control of 
the brightnesses of the glare sources and 
their surroundings. 

The influence on discomfort of the 
brightness, intensity and apparent area of 
a glare source and the general brightness 
of the surroundings had been investigated 
and a single empirical formula had been 
derived relating the brightnesses of the 
source and its background, the apparent 
area of the source and the degree of glare. 
It was found that a slightly less than 
proportional increase in the surround 
brightness was necessary to compensate 
for a given increase in source area to 
maintain a constant degree of glare, 
while a considerably more than propor- 
tional increase in the surround brightness 
was necessary to maintain this constancy 
when source was increased in brightness. 
This explained why lighting installations 
which had provided high values of 
illumination only by the use of bright 
light sources were unsuccessful. 


The effect of the shape of a source on 
discomfort glare had been examined, it 
being found that, under the same condi- 
tions of source and surround brightness, 
a long source, such as a fluorescent lamp, 
mounted horizontally, was no more 
glaring than a square source of equal 
area, but that a long source mounted 
vertically could cause a greater degree of 
glare. The effect on glare of the posi- 
tion of a source relative to the line of 
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sight had also been studied. It was found 
that for displacements, up to about 20 
degrees, there was only’ slight variation 
in glare and no significant difference in 
the effect of equal horizontal and vertical 
angular displacements of the source. It 
had been shown, however, that quite 
considerable reductions in discomfort 
could be effected by removing the source 
beyond 45 degrees from the line of sight. 

The effect on discomfort glare of a 
number of sources in the field of view 
was found to be equivalent to that of a 
single source of the same total apparent 
area. To this extent, therefore, glare 
effects were additive. 

An investigation had also been made 
into the variation of the brightness of the 
immediate surround to a glare source. 
It was found that both the brightness and 
width of this surround had an influence 
on glare, and that in some cases it was 
possible to reduce the glare from a source 
by a suitable choice of the brightness of 
the immediate surround. 


WAR-DAMAGED SITES 
ACT, 1949 
Procedure for Local Authorities 


CIRCULAR 8/50, issued to local autho- 

rities by the Ministry of Health, 
refers to the War Damaged Sites Act, 
which enables local authorities to deal 
with any land within their area which is 
in a condition detrimental to the ameni- 
ties of the neighbourhood owing to war 
damage which has not been wholly made 
good, and states: — 

The Minister suggests that local autho- 
rities should survey unsightly war- 
damaged sites in their areas, and, after 
consultation with the appropriate Regional 
Office of the War Damage Commission as 
to the war damage classifications (cost of 
works or value payments), should rank 
them for —_— of treatment according 
to the degree of injury to the amenities 
and also to the practicability of effecting 
improvement under the Act. They will no 
‘doubt make their survey comprehensive, 
but, having done this, they should, in the 
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Minister’s view, proceed by stages, select- 
ing a few sites for action in the first place, 
rather than start a large programme all at 
once, “ : 

They will doubtless discuss cases wifia 
the owners first of all, and, if possible: 
proceed with the owners’ co-operation; i 
owners are absent or are unco-operative, 
the question of exercising compulsory 
powers will then arise. 

Section 9 of the Act, which enables an 
authority to enter at very short notice 
and tidy up a site without taking posses- 
sion, will doubtless be used as the occasion 
arises, but some sites may be noted during 
the survey which seem to call for action 
under this section rather than Section 1. 


Festival of Britain—Local authorities 
will, the Minister hopes, use the powers 
of the Act to improve the amenities of 
their areas in time for the Festival of 
Britain. At the same time they will 
realise the great need for economy in 
capital expenditure at the present time. 
The aim should be to do as much as pos- 
sible without major expenditure, and this 
should be kept in mind in planning the 
various ways of dealing with these sites. 
Voluntary effort might well be enlisted 
here, and would, in the Minister’s view, 
do more than anything else to create a 
local opinion which will restrain van- 
dalism. 


CAREERS IN BUILDING 
A Display of Students’ Work 


THe “Careers in Building” display 
by the Building Department of the North 
Staffordshire Technical College, and sup- 
ported by .the building industry and the 
Ministry of Works, was described by 
Mr. CHARLES Key, M.P., Minister of 
Works, as “emphasising the link-up be- 
tween education and ‘the building indus- 
try which is becoming more and mote 
a feature of post-war. Britain.” Mr. Key 
was Opening thé exhibition at Stoke-on- 
Trent on January: 13. 


Three factors, the Minister said, have 
assisted in securing for the building indus- 
try the services of educational institu- 
tions which have proved their value in 
other fields. These were, “ firstly the 
decline in the ‘ paternalistic’ idea that the 
master is wholly responsible for the 
general welfare of his apprentice as well 
as for his training; secondly, it has been 
seen that to the wealth of a craftsman’s 


experience must be added accurate 
knowledge of basic principles; and 
thirdly, the realisation that the good 


worker must not only be master of his 
craft, he must also be a good citizen 
and have a wider knowledge of things 
outside his job. 


“The building industry,” the Minister 
continued, “particularly through its 
representatives on the Building Appren- 
ticeship and Training Council, is acknow- 
ledging in increasing measure the work 
of education authorities and establish- 
ments in training for building. Donating 
bodies have directly assisted the Counicil 
in its policy of awarding scholarships to 
elected boys. These. boys are now tak- 
ing degree courses at Manchester or Car- 
diff University, or Higher National Dip- 
lomas at a technical college, which will 
qualify them for supervisory and mana- 
gerial posts in building. 

“In view of the enormous building 
programme which faces the country it is 
vital that the building industry should 
recruit sufficient apprentices, and that the 
standard of training given should main- 
tain the reputation for quality which this 
country has justifiably earned in the 
past.” 


G* 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


index to Building Digests. 

The Building Research Station have 
recently issued an index to their Digests, 
‘Nos. 1-12. Copies can be obtained from 
H.M. Stationery Office. 


Road Abstracts. 

“With the commencement of Volume 
XVII in January, 1950, “ Road Abstracts ” 
will be published by H.M. Stationery 
Office, the Department of Scientific and 
industrial Research announces. The new 
volumes will be rearranged and enlarged. 
There will be 12 monthly issues, with an 
additional number at the end of the year, 
containing name. and. subject indexes. 
Orders for “Road .Abstracts” can be 
placed directly with any of the branch 
offices of H.M. Stationery Office or 
through any bookseller. The price of each 
number will be Is. (Is. 1d. post free). 
Annual subscription for the 13 issues, in- 
cluding postage,-will be 14s. 


Slogans for Cement. 

- Threatened with nationalisation if the 
Socialists are returned to power, Associ- 
ated Portland Cement Manufacturers, 
Ltd., largest of the cement groups in Bri- 
tain,. have organised a slogan competition 
‘among their workers. Altogether, 1,676 
slogans were sent in and five prizes are 
being awarded by the managing directors. 
Winning slogans and prizes are as follows: 
First (£20), “Keep This Cement Under 
Cover of Free Enterprise’; second (£10). 
“Cement . Sets—Nationalisation Upsets ”’; 

. third (£5), “A Profit Is Not Without 
Honpur—Except In Nationalised Indus- 
tries ”; fourth (£3), “ Under Private Enter- 
ptise—You Are Tons Better Off”; and 
fifth (£2), “ You Can Depend On State 
Cement—Costing More.” 

Students’ Party. 

A New Year’s party was given by stu- 
dents of the Architectural Society of the 
Brixton School of Building at their 
Horsford-road studios on January 20. The 
evening’s entertainment included dancing, 
sideshows and: a cabaret, and there was 
alsa: on display an exhibition of recent 
_work by the students. The cabaret, per- 
formed throughout by students, was the 
main event of the evening, and the enter- 
tainment afforded was both topical and 
amusing. A notable item on the pro- 
gramme..was a song by two students, 


“ with lipstick by Gala, perfume by Goya, © - 


and . vertical features by Powell and 
Moya.” In more serious vein, the exhibi- 
tion of students’ work was of a high stan- 
‘dard, and made an interesting display. 
There were some impressive designs for 
an extension to a school of architecture 
and a number of rather abstract models 
which evoked considerable attention. 


New ‘Town at Houston. ; 

. A new town at Houston, Renfrewshire, 
of about 40,000 population, is proposed 
to rape | the. combined housing require- 
ments of Greenock, Port Glasgow, Ren- 
frew, and the established and expanding 
industries of the area. Congestion, 
says the memorandum, in these eee 
the oO 


is contrasted - with shortage 
housing around the large industrial 
developments of East Renfrewshire, 


which depend largely upon labour drawn 
from considerable distances. A 
memorandum summarises the numbers 
for whom housing accommodation cannot 
be provided. within existing burgh boun- 
daries as: Greenock 29,000, Port Glas- 
gow 1.200, Renfrew 10,000 (the last figure 
including a proportion for workers 
travelling daily to work). On_ these 
figures is based the target population of 
40,000 for the new town. 
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Wages Grading Map. 

The Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has recently had 
printed, for its members, a coloured 
wages grading map which should be of 
considerable value to builders in the 
region. It is issued from the Federation 
office. 

New B.S. 602 for Lead Pipe. 

British Standard No. 602, which deals 
with lead pipe for other than chemical 
purposes, has appeared in a revised, 1949 
edition, covering lead for service and dis- 
tributing pipe; soil, waste and ventilating 
pipe; flushing and warming pipe; gas and 
condensation pipe. The standard sets 
down the requirements of lead pipe of 
controlled good quality. 

Record Cement Production. 

The Cement Makers’ Federation has 
announced that cement production for 
1949 established an all-time record. 
Deliveries to the home market amounted 
to 7,429,000 tons, an increase of 536,000 
tons or 7.7 per cent. over 1948, while 
exports for the year amounted to 
1,858,000 tons, an increase of 230,000 
tons or 14.1 per cent. over 1948. 
Building Wage Rates. 

In connection with the wage increases 
for building operatives announced in 
The Builder for January 20, the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry 
state that these increases will require 
consequential adjustments in the rates of 
wages of apprentices, young labourers and 
women operatives. Under the respective 
agreements the rates for apprentices are a 
prescribed percentage of. the craft rate 
and those of young labourers are a pres- 
cribed pe prion of the labourers’ rate. 
Clause 7 of the agreement on the employ- 
ment of women requires that their wage- 
rates be adjusted in accordance with cost- 
of-living reviews. “the adjustment be- 
ing in each case equal to that applied to 
standard craftsmen’s rates.” Accordingly 
women. operatives, whether engaged on 
craft processes or on other processes, will 
- entitled to the increase of 4d. per 

our. 
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' Helicon floors are light 

PRE-CAST AND “an : 
| +1N SITU’ FLOORS | rigid, fireproof, sound- 
resisting and hygienic, 


and are readily adapted 
to meet all requirements. Speedy erection 
makes them economical. 


FERRO-CONCRETE DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION 





Many ofthe finest 
buildings in the 
country today are 
constructed of 





Helicon. Architects and engineers appreciate 
its fitness for purpose—they appreciate, too, 
the specialised advice which is so necessary in 
this form of construction. 


For free advice on 





PRE-CAST CONCRETE 


EE CAST STONE] this or on any type 


of ferro-concrete 
. construction, call, 
write or phone for a technical representative 
to call. 


THE HELICAL BAR & ENGINEERING C® L'°- 


62 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, 





S.W.1. PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 
AGENTS : BIRMINGHAM, MIDDLESBROUGH, 
NEWCASTLE. 
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Civic Restaurant Scheme. 

Widnes Council has decided by a 
majority of a single vote to proceed with 
a scheme for a £40,800 civic restaurant, 
exclusive of the cost of the land. It will 
be built in two sections, a kitchen and 
snack bar being the first instalment, to be 
followed by a dining hall and tea lounge. 


Wood Machinery Classes. 

A series of four special lectures on 
“Wood Machinery and Wood Working ” 
will be held at the City of London 
College, Moorgate, E.C.2, commencing 
on February 6. Each lecture will be of 
one and a half hours’ duration, com- 
mencing at 7 p.m., and enrolment for the 
course may be made at the College on 
any evening between 5 and 6.45 p.m. The 
fee for the course is 10s. 6d. 


Health Congress. 


A Health Congress, organised by the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, is to be held at 


Eastbourne from April 24-28. The 
papers of special interest to engineers, 
surveyors and architects include :— 


“ District Heating’; * Planning in Rural 
Areas”; “The Recovery and Treatment 
of Organic Matter from Municipal 
Wastes”; “The Engineers’ R6le in the 
Development of a New Town”; “Arti- 
ficial Illumination ”; and “ The Architec- 
tural and Psychological Use of Colour in 
Hospitals and Clinics.” 


Preventing River Pollution. 

The report of the River Pollution Pre- 
vention Sub-Committee of the Central 
Advisory Water Committee was published 
on December 12 by the Ministry of 
Health. The sub-committee were 
asked to investigate measures for 
strengthening the law regarding the pol- 
lution of rivers and streams and their re- 
commendations mark a further stage in 
the steps proposed for safeguarding and 
improving the condition of rivers in Eng- 
land and Wales. The new River Boards, 
which are now being set up under the 
River Boards Act, 1948, will provide a 
new administrative organisation based on 
natural catchment areas instead of local 
government areas. The sub-committee 
consider that the Rivers Pollution Preven- 
tion Act, 1876, which is the principal Act 
now in force, needs considerable revision 
and strengthening. One of their main 
recommendations is that effluents dis- 
charging into a river or stream should be 
required to comply with standards pre- 
scribed by the River Boards. 


Technological Study Awards, 

The Ministry of Education has an- 
nounced that some 50 more post-graduate 
awards for the study of technology are 
to be made available in the session 1950- 
51 at selected universities and technologi- 
cal institutions in the United States. The 
cost of the awards’ is met from funds pro- 
vided by the American Economic Co- 
Operation Administration. The aim of 
the scheme is to produce a small group of 
well-qualified men who will return to 
industrial posts or universities and techni- 
cal colleges in this country. The awards 
are tenable initially for one year, but it 
is hoped they will be extended for a fur- 
ther year. They are open to students who 
hold a good honours degree in pure 
science or technology, who have had at 
least two years’ industrial experience, and 
who are now working in industry or re- 
search associations, or are teaching in 
universities or technical colleges. Full 
details may be obtained from the Ministry 
of Education (F,E. Division 1), Curzon- 
street House, Curzon-street, London, W.1. 
The closing date for applications is 
February 15. 
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TRADE NEWS 


House of Commons Rebuilding. 


In connection with our article (January 
6) on this work, we learn that the Leeds 
Fireclay Co., Ltd., has supplied and fixed 
white glazed tiling and faience tiling to 
this contract. 


Two New Publications. 


Ferguson Edwards, Ltd., have recently 
issued two booklets entitled “Colour in 
Schools” and “Colour in Hospitals.” 
They outline the planned use of colour in 
schools and hospitals and can be obtained 
from the above firm. 


Bi-Monthly Catalogue. 


Messrs. Chamberlain Industries, Ltd.. 
Argall-avenue, London, E.10, have issued 
the first 1950 edition of their bi-monthly 
publication, “ Plant,” which contains an 
up-to-date list of reconditioned plant for 
sale or hire. 


A Land Record. 


One of the two men who recently 
established a new record time for the 
land journey from London to the Cape 
(24 days, two hours, 55 minutes) is Mr. 
R. H. Sleigh, who is employed by Vulcan 
Products, Ltd., paint manufacturers. 


Hollow Glass Blocks. 


Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., of St. Helens, 
Lancashire, announce the availability of 
a new film strip which covers, both 
photographically and in diagram form, 
the chief “dos” and “don'ts” in glass 
block fixing. Requests for a showing 
may be addressed to the firm at Selwyn 
House, Cleveland-row, St. James’s, Lon- 
don, S.W.1. 


Lighting Equipment Catalogues. 

The Benjamin Electric, Ltd., Brant- 
wood-road, Tottenham, London, N.17. 
have recently issued a catalogue of their 
industrial lighting equipment. This will 
shortly be followed by their catalogue on 
fluorescent lighting equipment, and two 
more dealing with outdoor and com- 
mercial lighting are in course of 
preparation. 


A New Gas Water Heater. 


Ascot announce that they are now 
marketing the new type 503 instantaneous 
sink gas water heater. Fundamentally 
the 503 is similar to the R12/4 sink 
heater, but incorporates detail improve- 
ments and is totally enclosed. Its rated 
performance is the same as the R12/4; the 
main new feature is the introduction of 
an outer shell to conform to modern 
design. 


Two New Radiators. 


Messrs. Graviner Co., Ltd., Gosport- 
road,, Near Fareham, Hants., announce 
that they are preparing literature describ- 
ing two of their most recent products— 
an oil burning portable and an electric 
portable radiator. The sections of these 
space heaters are of aluminium and both 
products represent a further development 
in the. firm’s heating equipment and a 
further addition to the existing range of 
Graviner central heating aluminium pro- 
ducts. Both units were exhibited for the 
first time at the recent Building Exhibi- 
tion. The firm state that they have paid 
special attention to the design, finish and 
performance of these radiators because 
they felt that there was room for much 
improvement in these directions in con- 
temporary articles. Electric radiators 
are available in pink, green, blue and 
cream shades. 


THE BUILDER 


Mass Survey Results Booklet. 


“People and Paint” is the title given 
to a booklet just published by Imperial 
Chemical Industries, Ltd. It contains the 
results of a nation-wide survey made by 
Mass-Observation, Ltd. on behalf of 
I.C.I. Paints Division and claims to re- 
present the opinions of over 2,000 house- 
wives on the appearance, colour and 
durability of the numerous paint-finished 
articles which are part of the modern 

ome. 


Aluminium Price Reductions. 


The British Aluminium Co., Ltd., 
announce that improved rolling mill 
equipment now being installed and com- 
ing into operation makes it possible for 
them to reduce prices for the thinner 
gauges of pure aluminium and B.A. 60 
alloy sheet, coiled strip and circles as 
well as for “ Rigidal” corrugated sheet. 
The price changes came into effect on 
January 23 in respect of all orders except 
those for “ Rigidal ” corrugated sheet for 
which the reduced prices became effective 
from January 2. 


Process for Painting Aluminium. 


A new process which is claimed to 
overcome the problems of painting alu- 
minium effectively has been developed by 
the Tube Investments subsidiary, Dry- 
namels, Ltd., in association with TI Alu- 
minium, Ltd. |The process introduces 
a new primer containing acid ingredients, 
special resins, and a corrosion-resisting 
pigment. It etches the metal surface, 
thus establishing a close adhesion. It 
also provides a corrosion-proof coating. 
The new primer can be applied by brush, 
spray or roller coating. Dry in 15 min- 
utes, it eliminates the need for pre-treat- 
ment equipment, and is particularly useful 
for large aluminium structures unsuitable 
for other pre-treatment processes. It can 
be applied to a wide range of other metals 
and alloys. 
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Kitchen Equipment Display. 

The Jackson Electric Stove Co., Ltd., 
who recently supplied the cooking equip- 
ment for the principal kitchen at B.E.A. 
headquarters, announce that they are 
showing a comprehensive range of equip- 
ment similar in design to this new instal- 
lation at the Hotel, Restaurant and Cater- 
ing Exhibition at Olympia. 


Firm Increases Output. 


The factory of Marine Mountings, Ltd., 
North Wroughton, near Swindon, Wilt- 
shire, which is leased to Messrs. R. A. 
Lister and Co., Ltd., by the Admiralty, 
has recently been reorganised and re- 
tooled to increase production of the 
Lister 14 and 2 h.p. petrol engines— 
engines that are used in agriculture and 
farming, building, road engineering, 
pumping and generating. The plant is 
now capable of producing 1,000 of these 
engines in a week. The new system 
employed is the result of a study of 
American methods which have been 
adapted to British production. New 
machines include multi-drills, an auto- 
matic electrically driven grinder which. 
it is claimed, grinds a crankshaft in less 
than a minute and a half, and a “ Solex” 
air gauge which measures to 1/10,000 
part of an inch and can be read by a 
semi-skilled operator. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Purchase Tax Notice. 


The undermentioned public notice, 
issued by the Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise, City Gate House, Finsbury- 
square, E.C.2, has been revised and re- 
printed :—Notice No. 78. (Goods 
chargeable with purchase tax). The 
revised edition of notice No. 78, dated 
January, 1950, supersedes the issue dated 
September, 1948, and all additions and 
amendments thereto published by the 
Commissioners up to October 31, 1949. 
Copies of the notice are being sent to all 
traders registered for purchase tax pur- 
poses. 


Imports of Marble from Italy. 


The Board of Trade announce that the 
Import Licensing Department are now 
prepared to receive applications for 
licences to import Italian rough marble 
during 1950. Only large marble falling 
within the following definition may be 
imported : — 

Marble, rough or rough-sawn (not car- 
borundum sawn), and not pitted, bevelled. 
shaped or further prepared. 

Application will be considered from im- 
porters who receive licences during 1949, 
and imports for the period ending June 30 
next, will be limited to a c.i.f. value not 
exceeding 50 per cent. of each importer s 
individual allocations for the year 1949. 


US. International Trade Fair. 


Tue United States is to stage an Inter- 
national Trade Fair in Chicago from 
August 7 to 19 next. It will be housed in 
four different buildings totalling nearly 
one million sq. ft. of space. One third 
has been reserved for American exhibi- 
tors, and the remainder will be divided 
among the rest of the world. One of the 
main purposes of the Fair is to assist 
Western European countries in need of 
dollars to sell their goods in the United 
States. While United Kingdom exhibi- 
tors may obtain general information abort 
the Fair from Exhibitions and Fairs Divi- 
sion of the Board of Trade, firms can 
book space through Mr. A. P. Wales, of 
16, Shelton-street, London, W.C.2. 
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THE GROUNDNUTS 
SCHEME 


Building Firm Request Release from 
Contract 


q ESSRS. TAYLOR WOODROW, 
LTD., of London, have asked to 
be released from their groundnuts con- 
tract. They did so at a meeting with 
Sir Charles Lockhart, of the Overseas 
Food Corporation, on December 30, and 
confirmed this request in a letter to the 
Overseas Food Corporation on January 2. 
Announcing this at a conference in 
London on January 24, Mr. FRANK 
TAYLOR, chairman and managing director 
of the firm, said that Taylor Woodrow 
asked to be released from their contract 
because neither the directors, executives 
or staff had any confidence in the pom? 
of and the ultimate success of the 
scheme. 
At the request of the Corporation the 
firm had agreed to carry on the work of 
logging, prefabricated houses and furni- 
ture manufacture, but on the understand- 
ing that the Overseas Food Corporation 
will release them as soon as _ other 
arrangements can be made. 
Mr. Taylor said that although, in his 
opinion, the groundnuts scheme was an 
important project, the present policy was 
such that further large sums of money 
would be spent without any satisfactory 
or material achievement. The present 
conditions under which instructions were 
given to carry out a task and then 
changed, and even the quantities and 
location changed, did not conform with 
the firm’s own standards. ‘ We have, in 
some instances, even had to write our 
own invoices for goods we received from 
— ga to keep our records straight,” he 
said. 
“Contractors,” continued Mr. Taylor, 
“say that land in Africa cannot be 
cleared for less than £20 an acre, but 
O.F.C. say it can be done for £3 or £4 
an acre by using direct labour. We feel, 
however, that if they attempt that, O. FC. 
will incur a cost above £20 an acre, for 
they still have not got the right tools 
for the job.” 
Mr. Taylor said that he considered that 
in order to achieve its objects the ground- 
nuts scheme must have a settled policy. 
The essentials were the provision of a 
small pilot hydro-electric dam with irri- 
gation scheme and the expenditure of 
some £200,000 on putting roads in suit- 
able condition for transport. 
A statement issued by the Overseas 
Food | Corporation after the conference 
said: “ Messrs. Taylor Woodrow gave the 
impression that they have given up a. 
valuable contract because they have no 
confidence in the way in which the scheme 
is being run, whereas in fact the decision 
of the corporation to undertake land- 
clearing operations itself means that the 
services of Taylor Woodrow for the pur- 
pose would not be required, and the con- 
structional work on which they were 
engaged was in any case due to end in 
a few months. 
“ As a result of the experiences of the 
past few years, the corporation has 
decided to undertake_land-clearing itself 
and not through contractors. Construc- 
tional work will be put out to competitive 
tender among contractors in East Africa.” 
To this statement Mr. TAYLor replied: 
“Our task would not have finished until 
a further 18 months if we had continued 
with the work. Our contract was to build 
the town of Noli at a cost which would 
have amounted to over £4m.... We did 
not expect to start any land-clearing until 
1951, so that question does not apply.” 


THE BUILDER 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hand for new college 
buildings to be erected at Raibston for the 
North of Scotland College of Agriculture, 
Union-st., for which the architect is Mr. G. 
Ingram, 41, Union-st., Aberdeen. 

Dundee.—Plans in hand for extensions to the 
textile department of the Dundee Arts and 
Technology Institute, Bell-st.. for which the 
architect is John Needham, School of Architec- 
ture, Dundee. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for 
scheme of houses to be erected on a site at 
Markshill and for which the architect 1s Mr 
Donald Reay (A.), East Kilbride Development 
Corporation, Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

Edinburgh.—Plans to be prepared for can- 
teen, etc., for The Thomson and Norris 
Manufacturers Co., Ltd., for which the archi- 
ow. - Robert Sharp, 12, Lower Belgrave-st., 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for a primary 
school for which the architects are Grattan 
a MacLean, 113, West Regent-st., Glasgow, 


Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for a scheme 
of alterations, etc., estimated to cost £20,000, 


to be carried out at New City-rd. by G. B. 
wee Ltd., 194, West Regent-st., Glasgow, 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
ee 31. 
+Chorieyw U.D.C.—16 houses, 
Hubbards Wietate, Quickley -la. Richardson, Son 
and Knowles, 127, High-st., Rickmansworth. 


Dep. £2 2s. ’ 
C.0.—Classrooms = at various 


tCornwali 
schools. 8. oe. County A., County Hall, 


Truro. Dep. £2 2 

+*Hornsey T.C.—24 flats, Park-rd...N.8. J. H. 
Melville Richards, B.E. & §S. Tenders by 
March 28. 
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BY A HOUSE OF UNRIVALLED 
EXPERIENCE & REPUTATION 


blished 75 years 








SILVER, GOLD AND CHROMIUM 
BRASS, COPPER, NICKEL AND 
TINPLATING 
OXIDISING, LACQUERING 
AND STOVE ENAMELLING 
Repairs and Restoration 
We Specialise in REPLATING 
BUILDERS AND ELECTRICAL 
FITTINGS 


mass production capacity available 
for plating and polishing new goods 
for home and export 








JOHN WILKINS & Co Ltd. 


231-243, ST. JOHN ST., CLERKENWELL, 


LONDON, E.C.1. 
Phone: TERminus 2176-8 
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FEBRUARY 3. 


+*Bristol C.B.—Two factory buildings at 


Brislington Trading petere. City A., Eagie 
House, Colston-ave. Ps 2 2s. 

t*Northampton B.—22 ee 8, Horse. 
market. Boro’ A. “Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
February 27 


FEBRUARY 4. 
ury T.C.—Erection of day nursery, Castle- 
croft-rd. Boro’ E., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 
*Preston C.B.—Alterations at Frenchwood 
ped Secondary School. B.E. & S. Dep. 
2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 6. 

Bungay, Suffolk, U.D.0.—Nine pairs of 
houses, Hillside-rd. Buckingham and Berry, 
31, Prince of Wales-rd., Norwich. Dep. £1 1s. 
Hornchurch U.D.C.—Public convenrences 2 
2 contracts at various sites. . Council) 
Offices. Dep. £2 23. each contract. 
Nuneaton T.C.—Three pairs of 
Greenmoor-rd. §&., Council House, 


Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 7. 

*East Sussex C.C.—Phase 11 of Heathfield 
County Secondary School. J. Catchpole (A.), 
County Hall, Lewes. Tenders by March 14. 

t*Norfolk ©.C.—Adaptation of The Dales, 
Upper Sheringham, as Old People’s Home. 
County A., 25, Thorpe-rd., Norwich. Tenders 


by March 14 
FEBRUARY 8. 
Bolton T.C.—16 houses, Harpers-la. estaiv 
Housing Director, Town Hall, Bolton. Dep. 


£1 Is. 

Helston T.C.—Six houses and 4 flats on 
Beacon Park estate and 4 houses on Boslam 
—— Porthleven. C., Guildhall, Helston. Dep. 

2 2s. 


FESRUARY 9. 

Berkshire ©.C.—Erection of hutted class- 
rooms with cloakroom accommodation at 
Maidenhead County Boys’ School. County A.. 
Wilton House, Parkside-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 10. 
t*Bromley T.C.—16 houses, 56 
shops at Ps od — B.E., 
Offices. 2 2s. 
*Gt. ve oon C.B.—78 Duplex houses at 
Magdalen College estate, Gorleston. B.E., 15 


Regent-st. 
FEBRUARY 11. 
Ashton-under-Lyne 1.C.—Repairs and ex 
ternal painting at_Sewage Works, and Planta- 
tion Farmhouse, Dukinfield. Boro’ E. & §.. 
Municipal Offices, Ashton. 


FEBRUARY 13. 
¥ a | C.B.—16 dwellings “ef ae -st. 
B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1 
*Hertford T.C. —Maintenance works, painting 
and decorating at various properties. B.E. & 
Dep. £2 2s. 
“Manchester T.C.—Infants’ School at Newhall 


houses at 
Nuneaton 


flats and 6 
Municipi! 


Green, Wythenshawe. City A., Town Hal). 
Dep. £1 Is. 
Orrell, Lancs, U.D.C.—20 type “A’ 


* houses. 

2 type ‘“‘B” houses and 16 type “D.” E. & §. 

a Offices, Orrell Post, near Wigan. 
2 2s 


FEBRUARY 14. 
+*Portsmouth T.C.—Extensions to workshops. 
Technical School. City A.* Dep. £2 2s. 
*Walsall C.B.—Adaptation of No. 111, Bir- 
mingham-rd. for —, bad aged. B.E. & § 
Council House. Dep. £ 


Bie 15. 
Croydon 1T.C.—Extension to boys’ 
offices, Kingsley School. Chief 
Officer, Katherine-st. Dep. £1. 


FEBRUARY 17. 
*Colchester T.C.—81 houses, Shrub End site. 
J. S. Orchard, B.E., 64, ° West Stockwell-st. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 18. 

*Iisle of Ely C.C.—Two pairs of houses, 
Maple-gr., March. R. D. Robson (A.), County 
A., March. Dep. £2 2s. 

Petworth, Sussex, R.D.C.—34 houses and 4 
flats at Kirdford. Godman and Kay, Miln- 
wood, 13, North-parade, Horsham. Dep. £2 2s 

Thedwastre R.D.C.—Six houses at Thurston. 


Dep. 


sanitary 
Education 


Hunt & Coates, 84, Guildhall-st., Bury §&t. 
Edmunds. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Uttoxeter U.D.C.—22 houses, scheme No. 2. 
Beatley House estate. E. & S., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 20. 

Blandford, Dorset, R.D.C. — 14 _ houses. 
Tarrant, Hinton. C., — Offices, 10, The 
Market-pl. Dep. 


4 

*Cheimsford CB 27 “nate, Woodhall estate. 
B.E., Municipal Offices, Duke-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Hendon B.C.—(a) Underpinning and_recon- 

struction at Edgware Secondary Modern 

School and Edgware Infants’ Schoo] and Junior 

School: (b) alterations and reconditioning at 
Edgware Old School. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 28 


MARCH 28. 
Housing Commission of New South Wales.—- 
2.000 single-storey prefabricated or precut 
houses. Tenders to Secretary, Mint-blidgs.. 
Macquarie-st., Sydney, N.S.W. Plans and 
tender forms available at Agent Genera! 
N.S.W., 56-57, Strand, London, W.C.2. 
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NO DATE. ; 

“Blackburn C.B.—44 houses, Higher Croft 
estate. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Blackburn: C.B.—Additional classroom_ at 
Intack County Junior School. B.E., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2. 

_Malton U.D.C.—26 houses, Peasey Hills-rd. 
site. Guy D. Channon, Council’s A., Market- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 3. o 

Liverpoo!l.—Interna] painting of Homeopathic 

Hospital, 42, Hope-st., for Hospital Manage- 

ment Comm. Garnet-Chaplin, Secretary, Sefton 
Genera! Hospital, Liverpool, 15. 
FEBRUARY 4, 

Macclesfield R.D.C.—Painting of houses, 
Wardle-cres., Gawsworth, and at other places. 
—— Offices, King Edward-st., Maccles- 

eld. 


FEBRUARY 6. 
Ealing B.C.—T.C. (Materials). 
Keighley T.C.—B.k. & S. (Materials). 
Warrington C.B.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 7. 
Atherton U.D.C.—S., Town Hall (Materials). 
Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—City S. (Materials). 
’ FEBRUARY 8. 
Wigan C.B.—B. & W.E., Municipal-bldgs. 


(Materials). 
FEBRUARY 9. 

Rochford, Essex, R.D.C.—External painting 
and minor repairs at houses in various places. 
E. & S., Council Offices, Rochford, 

FEBRUARY $10. 

Colne Valley U.D.C.—Council’s Sarveyor, 
Municipal Offices, Carr-la.; Slaithwaite, Hud- 
dersfield (Ma‘erials). 

. “Huyton-with-Roby U.D.C.—E. & S. (Mate- 


rials) 
FEBRUARY 11. 

Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C.—E. & S. 
asi : 

‘on-in-. d U.D.C.—E. B i 
Offices (Materials). + oe 
Wimbledon B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 13. 
Heston and Isleworth T.C.—B.E. (Materials). 
watt as Sis Foee ee 3 heating and hot 
rvice, Farley unty prim. juni 
school. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. —— 
pan Mae gy rae 14. ' 
airs an . Peter’: -D.C.—E. Ss. 
—- hvala’ hte 
.Wallasey 1T.C.—External painting of proper- 
ties, Linscard-rd., Tower-st., - 
Boro’ A., Town Hall. ay ae: 
"Reading. C.5.—Painting ©" steel 
-B.—Painti stee 
B. Dep. £2 2s. ie 
FEBRUARY 18. 

Alfreton U.D.C.—S. (Materials). 

*Ashby-de-la-Zouch _U.D.C.—Installing _ hot- 
— —— KS af arn oe North Town 
es " isby-rd. . Swanwick i 
London-rd., Coalville. ve eee ae 

Bath T,.C.—City E. (Materials). 

Newmarket .R.D.C.—External painting of 236 
houses in various parishes. S., Council Offices 
Park-la., Newmarket. : 

FEBRUARY 20. 
*Bucks C.C.—C. (Materials). 
Leatherhead U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
B Bc. BE Municy 
a .C.— B.E., unicipal Offi ‘ 
(Matertals). i ns 
Poole T.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 22. 
_Northumberiand C.C.—County S., County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 24. 
_Padiham U.D.C.—S. & W.E., Town Hall. 
(Mater‘als). 
Turton U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 


bridges. 


FEBRUARY 25. 
Brierley Hill U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
Caerns C.C.—County S. (Materials). 
Newport (I. of W.) T.C.—B.E. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 27. 
*Durham C.C.—Heating installation and 
builders’ -work, Wheatley Hill county school. 


G. R. Clayton, F., County Architect, Durham. 
Runcorn U.D.C.—E. & S., Town Hall 
(Materials). 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
JANUARY 31. 

_tTurton U.D.C.—Roads -and sewers at Top- 
pings estate. E. & S., Council Offices, Bromley 
Cross, nr. Bolton. Dep. £5. 

FEBRUARY 4. 

Surbiton B.C.—Roads and sewers at Fullers- 

way housing site. B.E. & S., Council Offices. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 6. 
Ealing B.C.—Paving works. roads, footpaths, 
- E. J. Cope-Brown, T.C., Town 
all. 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
TIN ALLOYS AND TINNING 
The Brass’ and Copper Tube Association 
announce that in view of the recent level of the 
price af tin, it has been decided that with effect 
-from January 19, the prices of tubes and ferrules 
in 1 per cent. tin alloy has been reduced by 3d. 
per lb: With effect from the same date, the 
—— for tinning tubes is reduced by 4d. 
per !b. 











Wrexham T.C.—Roads and sewers at Bryn- 

ffynnon site. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 8. 

Berwickshire C.C.—Watch water scheme—con- 
tract No. 19. J. & A. Leslie & Reid, Civil 
Engineers, 53, Manor-pl., Edinburgh, 3. Dep. £2. 

Berwickshire C.C.—Watch water scheme—con- 
tract No. 16. J. & A. Leslie & Reid, Civil 
Engineers, 53, Manor-pl., Edinburgh, 3. Dep. £2. 

Macclesfield T.C.—Construction of concrete 
pipe sewers, contract No. 3. Willcox, Raikes & 


Marshall, 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. 
Dep. £5 5s. 
‘ FEBRUARY 10. 
Gloucs C©.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 
County § 


Sutton and Cheam T.C.—Surface dressing of 
tS 


roads. B.E. & 8S. 
FEBRUARY 11. Ne. 
Haslingden T.C.—Roads and sewers at Rising 
Bridge estate. E. & S. 
FEBRUARY 13. 
Denton U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Hough- 
ton Hail estate. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Hornchurch U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
cage —— housing estate. E. & S., Billet-la. 


Dep. £2 ; 
Widderminster R.D.C.—Water works at Rock. 


E. & S., Land Oak House. Dep. £2 2s: 
Loughborough B.C.—Water main extensions. 
A. Usher, T.C., Southfields. Dep. £2 2s. 


Tonbridge R.D.C.—Cast-iron. pumping main 
a ieee pumping plant at Hildenborough. 


FEBRUARY ‘14. 

Edmonton 8.C.—Surfacing of Silver-st., N.18, 

B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 15. 

Huntingdon R.D.C.—Pumping and filter 
station, etc., for regional water scheme. P:ck, 
Everard, Keay & Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., 
Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 20. : 

Aldershot T.C.—Roads and sewers at housing 
site, Ash. B.E. & S. Dep. £1 1s. 

Ruthin R.D.C.—Water works. Sir Herbert 
Humphries & McDonald, Consulting Engineers, 
Navigation-chbrs., 90, Navigation-st., B.rming- 
ham, 5. Dep. £3. 

FEBRUARY 24. 

Dolgelley R.D.C.—Laying of asbestos cement 

pipes and construction of reinforced concrete 
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reservoir at Lianelityd. Wallace & Partners, 13, 
Victoria-rd., Penarth, Glamorgan. Dep. £5. 
Sutton-in-Ashfizid U.D.C.—Extension to sludge 
drying beds at Unwin-rd. sewage works. E. & 
S., Council Offices, Forest Lodge. Dep. £1 1s. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
U.D.C.—Surface dressing of 


MARCH 6. : a 
Warrington C.B.—Pumping station and rising 
main for Sankey Brook drainage scheme. John 
Taylor & Sons, Artillery House, Westminster, 


S.W.1. Dep. £5. 
MARCH 13. 


Leyburn R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
works in three contracts at. various sites. 


Brierley Hill 
roads E. & S. 


posa 3 
W. K. Rodwell, Chartered Civil Engineer, 29, 


High-st., Wetherby. Dep. £3 3s. each contract. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 

Barnes.—Fuats.—B.C. have approved plans 
for 16 flats, Kingsway site. 

Barnes.—AGep Persons’ DWELLINGS.—12 flats 
for aged persons are to be provided by B.C., 
Lyric-rd. 

Barnes.—F.ats.—B.C. have approved plans 
for 8 flats in both the Ranelagh-gdns. (north of 
the brook) and (south of the brook) schemes. 

Chelsea.—F.ats.—Housing Comm. ropose 
96 flats, West Chelsea (No. 1) area. Architects, 
Armstrong and MacManus, FF.R.1LB.A.,, 19, 
Manchester-sq., W.1. 

Croydon.—Factory anp Orrices.—Factory and 
offices are to be erected at Duroma Works, 32, 
Elmwood-rd. Details from F. A. Rowsell, Holly- 
mead Cottage, Hollymead-rd., Chipstead. 
Surrey. 

Croydon.—Resvuitpinc.—Hooker and Rogers, 
29-31, George-st., Croydon, are architects for re- 
building eight maisonettes with alterations, 
Balfour-rd. $ 

Croydon.—Extensions.—Extensions are to be 
made to factory of Farley Engineering Co.. 
Gladstone-rd. etails from Mr. L. Harding, 
32..Rose Walk, West Wickham, ' 

Cro .—Community Hati.—Corporation pro- 
pose community hail, New Addington. Avchi- 
tect not yet appointed. 

Croydon.—Site ror Scnoot.—Ed. Comm. | pro- 
pose acquiring land, junction of Upper Shirley- 
rd. and Shirley Charch-rd. as site of new John 
Ruskin Grammar School scheduled to be built 
1951. 

Hornchurch,—Appit1ons.—Additions are to be 
made to factory of Lacrinoids Products, Ltd., 


fford-ave. ; 
ee —Licensep Premises.—Charrington 
& Co., Ltd., propose licensed premises, Hacton- 
la. Plans by firm’s architects’ dept. 

Lewisham.—Hovses.—Boro’ A. has prepared 
plans for 22 houses on site of ‘“ Thriffwood, 
Silverdale. 

Lewisham.—Hovses.—Gale, Heath and Sneath. 
15, New Bridge-st., F.C.4, are architects for 4 
houses, 107-113. Arngask-rd. : 

Lewisham.—Suowrooms.—Robin LL. Barry, 








Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 













] FO.) 
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SCAFFOLDING i 


For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scaffolding Co. 
731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 

















A.R.I.B.A., 53a, Peak-hill, Sydenham. S.E.26, 
is architect for car showrooms, 319, Kirkdale. 

Lewisham.—Factory.—Blanchard Bros., 24, 
Havelock-walk, S.E.23, propose factory, south 
side Southend-la. 

Lewisham.—Fictory.—Claude Hawks, | 2%. 
Well Hall-rd., Eltham, London, S.E.9, is archi- 
tect for factory, 317, Lee High-rd. 

Lewisham. — Orrices. — Baxter, Payne and 
Lepper, surveyors, opposite G.P.O., East-st.. 
Bromley. are preparing plans for 2-storey offices, 
154-158, Sydenham-rd, 


(PROVINCIAL) 

Accrington.—T.C. propose crematorium at 
Arden Hall. Plans by Boro’ E.. J. W. Buick. 

Balsall Common.—Joseph Lucas (Gas Turbine 
Equipment), Birmingham, propose gas tarbine 
testing establishment, Honiley-rd. 

Bangor.—T.C. approved erection of | flats. 
Britannia-st.; received allocation of 50 houses 
for 1950. 

Barnard Castle.—R.D.C. to build 75 houses. 
Plans by surveyor, Council Offices, Barnard 
Castle. 

Bulingham (Northumberland).—R.D.C. are to 
build 28 houses. Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 
1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle. ' 

Billborough (Notts).—City Council approved 
proposal for 32 bungalows for aged, Morden-cl. 
estate. | 

Birkenhead.—B.C. to subm‘t plans to M.-H. 
for conversion of 6466. Pa'm-gr. into day nur- 
sery: approved amended scheme for 22 houses, 
Windermere-rd. 

Blackburn.—E.C. seek sanction for a canteen 
at Blakey Moor Girls’ School. 

Blackpool.—E.C. to prepare plans for proposed 
new Arnold High School for Girls at Leys 
Farm site: B.C. approved lay-out of central 
portion of Mereside Estate. providing for 27 
flats flanking 10 3storey shops and maison- 
ettes, 16 aged persons’ bungalows, 61 houses, 1¢ 
garages and four workshops. 

Blyth.—Principal housing officer has approved 
T.C.’s layout plans for 286 houses, Cowpen-rd. 
Boro’ E., D. W. Foster. 
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Bolton.—B.C. approved plans for:—Exten- 
sions and alterations, Punch-st., for Melling & 

th, Ltd.; extensions for offices and stores, 
Lark-st., for J. & W. Kirkham, Ltd.; 16 houses 
and four flats, Deane-rd. and Quebec. st., for 
B.C.; to reinvite tenders for 29 houses, Leonard- 
st. ; approved layout for ~ bungalows, Breight- 
met Hak: estate: Boro’ to prepare plans and 
estimate for slipper bathe Hennon-st.; seek 
loan for add:tional classrooms, Devonshire-rd. 
County Prim. School. 

Bootie.—B.C. approved estimates of £28,882 
for erection of assembly hall and rooms at pro- 
posed Orrell] branch library; to submit sketch 
plans for proposed new hostel at rear of Con- 
nolly House, at £25,500. 

Bradford.—E.C. to spend £10,000 on repairs 
to Old Grammar School. 

Burslem.—Further licence of £6,500 granted 
to Bcmg Va'e F.C. for dressing-rooms, ete. 

ury.—T.C. approved following expenditure 
for 1960: :—Housing £461,375; mess room, drying 
room, conveniences, workshop and two garages 
for Cleans: ng Com., £6,000; adaptation of 
“Providence House” and “ Beech Grove,” 


£5,000; mew town hall, £53,000. Boro’ E., J. 
Chadwick. 

Buxton.—T.C. 190 programme includes 80-100 
houses. 


Canley.—Trustees of Methodist Church (chair- 
man, Rev. G. Pollard) seek licence of £12,800 
for new church. corner of Prior Deram Walk 
and D’Aubenny-rd. 

Chesterfield._R.D.C. propose six houses, Kel- 
stedge, four Beighton, 32 Bumington, Eck- 
ington, 12 Renishaw, 24 Grassmoor, six Heath, 
24 “Killamarsh, 30 North Wingfield, 20 Pilsley, 17 
Mickley, 12 Tupton, s six Wessington, and further 
15 on sites te be decided. B. Wike‘ey, surveyor. 

ci erton.—R.D.C. are to erect houses as 
follows : :—Boxworth (4), Cottenham (12), Har- 
ston (10), Long Stanton All Sai nts’ (8), Oaking- 
ton (8), Little Shelford (10), Wil! ingham (20). 

Clay Cross.—U.D.C. are to invite tenders for 
26 houses. 

Clayton-le-Moors.--U.D.C. approved plans for 
a loading bay at Oakenshaw Works, for Messrs. 
— Blake, Ltd.: garage for Jas. Broadley, 


Cudworth (Yorkshire).—A factory is to be 
built by Albert Martin & Co., London, hosiery 
manufacturers. 

umberland.—C.C. propose a laboratory wing, 
Whitehaven ig ome! School. Plans by 
County A., J. Haughan. 

on EEF, propose four houses, Far- 
thingstone, two MHelidon, six Kilsby, four 
Preston Capes, 10 Staverton, four Braunston, 
four Everdon and 20 Flore. Surveyor, H. 
Bonsor, 44, High-st., Daventry. 

Durham. .—County Ed. Comm. propose school 
canteens in severa! places in Barnard Castle 
area. Clayton, County A., Court~a., 
Durham. 

Durham.—R.D.C.’s housing programme this 
year includes 190 hoyses. Council’s housing 
schemes are generally carried out by direct 
labour. 

Durham.—City Council propose 46 houses, 
Sunderland-rd. estate, to plans by City E., 
Town Hall. Durham. 

Durham.—R.D.C. planning erection of 40 
houses at Bearpark and a further 86 North 
Bowburn and Sherburn. 

Durham.—Tenders are to be invited by coun- 
cil for building 16 bungalows at Long Acres. 
W. J. Greene. Town Hall, is City E. 

Falkirk.—Falkirk Dean of Guild Court 
approved plans for 50 cottage-type Weir houses 
at Easter Carmuirs site. for Falkirk T.C., at 
£70,000. Plans were also passed for a new 
garage and workshop for ote & District 
United Co-op. Society, Ltd., at £15,000. 

Felling-on-Tyn>.—J.. M. Angus, Hanover-sq.. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. is architect for proposed 
a'terations to Fel'ng Workmen’s Club and In- 
stitute, Bay Crow-rd., Gateshead. M.H. has 
approved U.D.C.’s plans for 70 houses by direct 
labour north-west of Wardley Hall. U.D.C.’s 
plans for development of 508 acres in south-east 
part of town are being considered by M.H. 

Fylde.—R.D.C. seek loan of £44,489 for 52 
houses, Freckleton. 

Carstang.—R.D.C. received layout approval 
for 12 houses, Stalmine and 38, Kepple-la., 
Garstang. 

Gateshead.—_M.H. has sanctioned T.C.’s pro- 
posal to spend £22.000 improving conveniences 
and bnilding new ones at Saltwell Park. 

Glossop.—U.D.C. seek sanction to erect houses 
on Pyegrove Recreation Ground. 

Halesowen. T.C. approved erection of shops 
and communi'y centre, Fatherless Bairn estate. 
Surveyor. T. W. Tivey. 

Halifax.—T.C. recommended to apply for loan 
sanctions for £100.000 for Illingworth County 
Prim. School and £147.260 for’ MNlingworth 
County Ser. School. . Boro’ E.. G. Holden. 

Hamsterlev.—M.0.W. to bniid 50 houses for 
Forestry Commissioners. P'’ans by M.0.W 
Broadway. Gosforth, Newcastle. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Rrit'sh Railways are plan- 
ning new station. Hebburn. 

Jarrow.—T C. to submit to M.H. _aene for 254 
houses. Plans by Boro’ E.. H. Perkins. 

Jarrow.—T.C. has asked Boro’ ¥ Wo. 
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Perkins) to prepare plans for flats for old 
people. 

Keighley.—T.C. _teceived allocation of 106 
houses for 1950. E. Felgate, Boro’ A. 

Kidderminster.—}3.C. to submit to M.H. plans 
for shops with flats over, Birchen Coppice; to 
prepare quant:ties for new bui-dings, Hoobrook, 
ee? es market. 

nmes.—E.C. seek loan for conversion of 
“ Beech House,” Prestwich, as school clinic; 
propose four additional classrooms, Lancaster 
Girls’ Grammar School, and to invite Bristol 
Aeroplane Co. (Housing), Ltd., and Gilbert Ash, 
Ltd., London, to submit tenders ; propose exten- 
sions, Crosby Junior and Infants’ County 
School. Plans by P. J. Westwood & Son, 3, 
Raymond-bldgs., Grays Inn, London, W.C.1; 
propose extensions, Huyton with Roby Sylvester 
County School, plans by P. J. Westwood & Son, 
London. County A., G. Noel, F.R.1B.A., 
Preston. ; 

Leeds.—T.C. authorised invitation of tenders 
for 256 dwellings, Beckett Park Estate; re- 
ceived allocation of 300 houses for 1950. City | 

A. H. Liveft, Quarry Hill, Leeds. 

Live 1.—Honsin committee has received 
intimation from. M.H. that it is hoped to allo- 
cate not fewer than 880 houses for Liverpool 
with a one-‘n-ten aKocation of this number for 
private enterprise. The position will be re- 
viewed later, says the Ministry. 

L itton.—U.D.C. to build 155 houses this 
year. Plans by A. C. Sweetman, surveyor, 
Council Offices, Forest Hall, Newcastle. 

Manchester.—T.C. propose old people’s home 
at corner of ta ag rd. and Broadway, Mos- 
ton, at £30,000. A. Howitt, City A. 

cena at to seek loan of £115,000 for 
completion of Manchester High School for 
Gits; £12614 for additional buildings, St. 
Peter’s R.C. School, Wythenshawe: and £6,684 
for other buildings, St Aidan’s R.C. School. 

Matiock.—U.D.C. propose 12 aged persons’ 
bungalows, Darley Dale site. urveyor, N. 
Chamberlain. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council] , propose 
flats, Hindhaugh-st. area. Work expected to 
begin soon. but no contracts have been let. 
City A., George Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastie-on- Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans are being prepared 
by City A., 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle, for 
162 houses on Unit No. 3 on Longbenton Estate, 
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138 houses, Montagu Estate, and 39 houses, 
Victoria-av. site, Longbenton. 
Newcastle-on-Tynz.—Salvation Army, Queen 
Victoria-st., London, E.C.4, are to build laundry 
and living: — at “ Hope Dene,” Jesmond 
Park East, to plans by their_own architeets. 
Carr & Hill, Ltd., builders, Benwell Hill-rd., 
Newcastle, are to ~~ 53 houses, Stocksfield- 
ay. and Rothley- -av., to plans by Dryden & 
Shaw, 6, Market-st., ” Newcastle. Wetherell & 
Lamb, 19, Picton-p]., Newcastle, are architects 
od surgery and residential flat, West- td., for 
T. Y. Muir, 720, West-rd., Newcastle. Plans 
ee been prepared by J. W. Taylor & Son, St. 
James’-bidgs., Gallowgate, Newcastle, for three 
shops, two flats, serkenep and garage, Broad- 


wood-rd., - A. Ebl E. J. Joblin Purser, 
Ltd., St. Nicholas’ -bldgs., Newcastle, are to 
provide offices and sanitary accommodation, 


etc., Scotswood-rd. 

Newport Pagnell.—_R.D.C. propose 70 houses 
in 1950. Surveyor, F. Lockwood. 

North Shields.—Smith’s Dock Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose constructing a new dry dock to accommo- 
date large oil tankers. General manager, Mr. 
J. Stephenson. Plans are being prepared. 

Nottingham.— Appropriation of 3l-acre site 
on Stre‘ley estate for prim. and sec. schools 
has been approved by Nottingham City Council. 

Nottingham.—T.C. seek loans of £27,040 for 
assembly halls for infants’ and junior mixed 
school, Birchover-rd. 

Otley.—T.C. approved plans for a warehouse 
for Messrs. Dogshon; Boro’ 8. to prepare plans 
and quantities for houses, May Lea estate; re- 
ceived provisional ailocation of 30 houses in 
1950. 


Pwitheli.—Council received layout approval 
for Bron-y-de site; propose conversion of Old 
South Beach Hotel into flats, at £7,500. 

ae (Yorks).—T.C. is to build 30 houses. 
Boro’ J. Anderson. 

Saltord.—T.C. approved extensions for Gover- 
nors of Royal Tech. College; to invite tenders 
shortly for 293 flats and four shops; approved 
— for aged persons’ bungalows at corner 
of Stott-la. and Eccles Old-rd., Pendleton: 
appointed Cruickshank & Seward, 16, Princess- 
st., Manchester, to prepare plans for new school. 
Duke-st.; to prepare scheme for adaptation of 
** Bron y Wendos.” L‘andalas, North Wales, 
as holiday home for children. City E., W. A 
Walker. 

Scarborough.—In 1950-51, T.C. proposes spend- 
ing £9,300 on public lavatories ; £20,000 for the 
purchase of land: £250,000 for 200 houses: 
£43,000 for waterworks extensions. Alterations 
are proposed to Royal Hotel. St. N‘cholas’-st., 
for Royal Hotel (Scarborough), Ltd. Alderson 
& Allen, St. Nicholas-st., Scarborough, have pre- 

pared pans for alterations to Grand Hotel, St. 
Nicholas’ Cliff and Old Bar Hotel, Newborongh. 
M.H. has approved T.C.’s layout plans for three 
houses and five flats, Longwestgate. North 
Riding C.C. to build primary school, Eastfield. 
Seamer. 

Sheffield.—E.C. propose prim. school, Baslow- 
rd., Totley. and additional classrooms, Carfield 
Sec. School; to lease site, Ecclesfie'd-rd. and 

to Cintride, Ltd., for tight engineer- 
ing works. 


Southport. — Hosp:tal Management Com. 
ameved restoration of Cavendish Lng 
Woodvale, as accommodation for sick, at £ 

South Shields.—Page, Soy & Hill, 75, Kinet, 
South Shieids, are architects for extending 
bakery, Rekendyke-la., for I. Holman. 

Speke.—Sites for eight churches -on the Cor- 
poration housing estate have been allocated by 
Liverpoo] Housing Committee. There are three 
C.E., two R.C. and one each for Methodists, 
Baptists and the Free Churches. 

Startforth.—R.D.C. to build 25 houses. Plans 
by surveyor, Counci] Offices, Startforth, near 
Barnard Castle. ’ ‘ 

Stockport.—B.C. approved two sites for multi- 
storeyed flats, off Banbury-st. W. F. Gard- 
ner. Boro’ E. 

Stockport.—B.C. propose 5-storey flats, 3-storey 
terraced houses. 3-storey flats for single per- 
sons, 3-storey blocks of maisonettes, w:th flats 
for aged on ground floor. Private architects 
to be appointed. Approved plans for:—Altera- 
tions and extensions, Heaton Chapel Motor 
House, junction of School-la. and Wellington- 
rd. North, for Autocars (Stockport). Ltd.; soap 


factory, north side of Station-rd., Reddish, for 
Oswald McCardell & Co., Ltd.; R.C, Church 
(St. Winifred’s), Mauldeth-rd.. . for gg of 


Salford; alterations to mill, Beehive Mill “B’”’ 
Mill, for H. Rushworth & Co.. Ltd. ; pan i al 
and youth club, Stockport- rd. junetion with 
Hoylake-rd., for Stocknort Lads’ Club: exten- 
sions, Coronation Mill, Coronation-st., for 
British Trimmings, Ltd.: dairy at rear of shops, 
Lisburne-la., for G. W. Cluett- motor showroom 
and petrol station, 22, Marple-rd.. for M. 
Chesters: extension to engineering works, Ver- 
non Works, Mersey-st., for Thos. Storey (Engi- 
neers), Ltd. ; additional classrooms, Buxton-rd., 
for Convent High School for Girls: E.C. seek 
loan of £207,200 for Vale-rd. Sec. School, W. F. 
Gardner, Boro’ E.; Ace Products (Manchester), 
Ltd., propose new factory. Brighton-rd. 
Stok2-on-Trent.—T.C. recommended to approve 
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development of site at Broad-st., Hanley, by 
Burslem & District Co-op. Society, Ltd., for 
departmental store. 

Stourbridge.—T.C. approved in principle erec- 
tion of offices with shop fronts, for Mark & 
—. Ltd., 52, H-gh-st. 

ge to build 12 houses 
for Gromes. Architect, D. M. O'Herhily, Boro’ 


* Tynemouth. —Priory Theatre Ciub have ac- 

— site, Percy-st., for theatre. 
allasey.—B.C. propose alterations to School 
of Art, at £37,737, Boro’ E., R. F. B. Grundy. 

Wallington. — Bedd.ngton and Watlington 
Council propose eight bungalows, Harcourt-av. 

Walisend.—T.C. has been allocated 240 houses 
this year. G. N. Teasdale, Boro’ E. 

Walsall.—E.C. approved expenditure of £14,700 
on first instalment of converting Manor Farm, 
Rushall, into sports centre. 

West Riding.—C.C. propose new_ po-ice 
station, bon at £90,000. County A., H. Ben- 
—_ Wakefield. 

harfedale.—R.D.C.° received approval for 
aguieatural cottages at Askwith and Weston. 

rkington.—B.C. approved plans for:—New 
tagters at Salterbeck. for Ogden & Lawson. 
P'ans by Ronald Ward & Partners, 33, St. 
George’s-dr., London, S.W.1; alterations and 
extensions to offices and lavatories at Working- 


ton ’bus stat-on, for Cumberland Motor Ser- 


vices, Ltd., Tangiersst., Whitehaven. Plans 
by Jonathan Sau. National Provincial Bank- 
chbrs., John-st., Workington. 


Worksop.—R.D.C. propose 28 houses, Har- 
worth pas 2 and 26, Carlton-in-Lindrick. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

© Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 


Departments. 
Belper.—New hosiery factory for Messrs. 
Syleoto (Belper), Ltd.: *Wheeldon Bros., The 
Cluster, Belper. 


Birmingham.—80 houses at N:mmings Farm 
estate, for T.C.: *Asphalt & Public Works, Ltd., 
92, 


Breconshire.—Building and site works in con- 


nection with erection of two schools. Harley 
C. W. Strickland (F.), Rhyd Offices, Brecon. 
Quantities by Davis, Belfield & Everest, 19, 
Commercial-st., Newport 


Llanfaes infants’ school : 


W. & A. Davies, Abersychan, Pontypool, 
Monmouthshire a cae Ss ue 3 
Gilbert Ash & Co., 2, Stanhope-gate, 
London, W.1 . a4 cae ... 64,186 
*J. C. Jones & “Co., 37, Victoria-st., 
Merthyr Tydfil 60,205 
Mount-st. C.P. school—hendicraft 1 Tooms: 
W. & A. Davies we ; .. £15,843 
Gilbert Ash & Co. ih a ood w 14,533 
*J. C. Jones & Co. 12,760 
Brighton.—New secondary. “school at Stanmer. 
= Howe, M.I.C.E., M.I.Mun.E., B.E. & S. 
Billington (A.), A. M.T.PLL: 
EW. Turner, Ltd., W.1 F ~ eee 
Unera Co., Ltd., nn a - ide 223,000 
D. H. Broad. Ltd.. Worthing i 222,179 
Ringmer Building Works, Ltd., Lewes 220,000 
z T. Wilson, Brighton 219,374 
J. Braybon, Brighton ... 219,000 
Rice & Son, Ltd., Brighton 215,423 


*Kirk & Kirk, Ltd.. Atlas Works, 8.W. 15 214,560 

Camberwell. —Erection of six maisonettes and 
three flats on permanent housing site No. 13 
(Crofton-rd.): *Eason & Sutton, Ltd., 321, Upper 
Elmers End-rd., Beckenham, £22,319. 

Chapwell (Co. Durham).—Extensions to the 
R.A.O.B. Club, Chapwell, Co. Durham. pret 
tect, J. Angus, Hanover-sq., Newcastle: *C.W.S 
Building Dept., West Blandford- st., Newcastle. 

Cheadie.—Houses for R.D.C. 10 at Cresswell 
and 10 at Black-la. estate: *L. Bates, Bycars- 
pm Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, £12,751 and 
13,332. 

Coventry.—Children’s home, Hipswell High- 
way, for T.C.: *C. Pritchard. 

Croydon. —Four honses w.th outbuildings at 
2-8, Crystal- ter., for Corporation: *Cobby & May, 
Thornton Heath. 

Darlington.—Canteen for M.O.W. at Aycliffe: 


*E. Black & Sons, Ltd., Valley-st., North Dar- 
lington. 
Droyisden.—36 houses, Sussex-park estate, for 


U.D.C.: *Vessey Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., 
Marple, Cheshire. 

Glasgow.—Royal Bank scheme at _ The 
Shettleston-rd., Parkhead. Grattan & MacLean, 
architects, 113, West Regent-st.. Glasgow, 
W.C.2 *James Banks & Sons, Belsland-dr., 
Maryhill, Glasgow. 

Gosport.— —17 houses at Woodcot estate. for 
T.C. B.E., Town Hall: *John Hunt, Ltd., 
tle Wharf, Cleveland-rd., Gosport, Hants, 
£ 


Keighley. —Junior school at Guard House, for 
E.C.:. *U ag) Kingdom Construction & Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd. 

Leeds.—25 temporary shops at various s:tes, 
for T.C.: *Chester & Maclauchlan, Ltd., Eng- 
land’s-la., Knottingley, £12,048. 


THE BUILDER 


Leicester.—Erection of K.D.R. Black Infants’ 
School on Stocking Farm estates, for E.C. 
City Architect, J. H. Lloyd Owen, Esq., B.Arch., 
A.R.I.B.A.: *George Calverley & Sons "(Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Leicester, £68,663. 

Leicest ter.—Erection of New 3 Stream Junior 
School, Mayflower-rd., Leicester, for E.C. City 
ree, tect, J. H. Lloyd Owen, Esq., B.Arch, 

A.R.I.B.A.: *George Calverley & Sons (Con- 
tractors), ‘Ltd., Le-cester, £72,644. 

Leicester.—Extension to works, for Messrs. 
Frodenek Parker, Ltd., Canon-st., Leicester. 
Architects, Messrs. Symington, Prince & Pike, 
1, West-st., Museum-sq., Leicester: *George 
Covers & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., Leicester. 

Lincoin (Parts of Kesteven). —New milking 
parlour and cattle sheds, alterations to existing 
farm Mga ow conversion of Elms farmhouse 
into 3 dwellings and alterations to lodge at 
Sy Institute, Caythorpe Court, Grantham, for 

CC. C. B. Metcalfe (F.), County A. Milking 
parlour . Newman, Nottingham. New 
milking parlour, +Wallhead Bros., ouskin ton ; 
remainder of work, tHossack & Son, Rusking- 


— 
Lieyn.—Six houses at Pentrefelin, for R.D.C. 
*Mr. Meredydd Rowlands, Llanystumdwy. 
L.c.c.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
placed by LCC. during period ending 
January 19: Erection of primary school and 
schoolkeeper’s house at White City No. 2 site, 
Hammersmith, F. Troy & Co., Ltd., 131, “Great 
Suffolk-st., S.E.1; laying of foundations to first 
section of Kidbrooke Park Primary School, 
Greenwich, Thomas & Edge, Ltd.: reimstate- 
ment after war damage of Camelot School, 
Camberwell. Whyatt (Builders), Ltd.; war- 
woo repairs at Smallwood-rd. School, Drury 
Co., Ltd.: erection of new metalwork and 
el centres at North Hammersmith 
7 cee School, W.12, James Shakell & Co., 


ae (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the 
value of £500 or over for the week ended 
January 21:—Building work: A. Richmond & 
Sons, Retford, Notts ; Francis Jackson (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Ickenham, Middx.; Barrett & 
Sons, Hillingdon, Middx. Erection of hutting: 


S. H. Leach, Ltd., Twickenham, Middx. Heat- 
ing installation: Bearfoot * Bryeit. Ltd., 
London, S.E.10. Painting work: G. & J. Seddon. 


Ltd., Little Hulton, near Bolton, Lancs; N. 
Long, Ltd., Poulton-le- Fylde. 

GYLondon (M.0.W.). —Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week —~ January 14:— 

London: Branch Office, Catford, S.E.6, 
Erection, E. H. Smith (Groydony, ia. Wellesley- 


rd., Croydon ; Drages Garage, Pheenix- ge W.C.l, 
Exterior and interior repairs, rts & 
Co., High Holborn, Woi. Berkshire : 


Ministry of Food Abattoir, Abattoirs-rd.. Read- 
ing, Alterations and additions, Harry Russell, 
Ltd.. Reading-rd.. Woodley, nr. Reading. 
Cambridgeshire. TE. & T.RS., Ely, Erection 
Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., 51, Norfolk-st.,° Cam- 
bridge. Essex: 58, St. James -st., Walthamstow, 
Alterations to branch P.O., N. C. Horswill, LAd.. 
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A product of England's Largest Glazing Contractors 
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182. Green-st., Forest Gate, E.7. Herefordshire : 


N.8.H.C, Hostel, Redhill, ———- Internal de- 
corationé, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, 40, Portl 
st.. Hereford. Isle of Man: Douglas Holiday 


Camp, Victoria-av., Douglas, Adaptations for 
workshop and garage, J. M. Clarke, Palatine-rd. 
Works, Doug:as. Lancashire: Hollins Modern 
Secondary School, Oldham, Erection of hutted 
accommodation, E. Cockin, 415, Foxdenton-la., 
Chadderton. Suffolk: Hollesley Bay, Erection 
of 14 houses, J. Gerrard & Sons, Litd., Swinton, 
Lanes; Stanton C.P. School, nr. “Bury St. 
Edmunds, Erection of additional classrooms, 
Goddards of Thetford, Station- rd., Thetford. 
Sussex: Eastbourne, Erection of branch P.O., 
Walter Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd.,° 3, Cornfield: 
jter., Eastbourne, Yorks : Rating valuation 
‘office, Caroline House, High-t., Leeds, Altera- 
tions and adaptations for L.R.O., etc., Harry 
Turner, Taare Works, Gargrave, nr. Skipton; 
T.O.B., George’s-rd., Harrogate, 
am Bros., Ltd., 
oo 8 ee ee a a ; neaster, Ex- 
ons and alterations . Rouse & Sons, 
Mansfield Woodhouse, Notts. 
aoe eg Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
War Dept. for week ended January 14:— 
iTerionethah A ia | Manchester. work, 
aden ns. Manc ~~ Hamp- 
shire: Builders’ work. Crosb d 
Farnham. Somerset 


painting, a 
Harrogate ; 


Buide’. ‘ook. Staverton 
Builders, Ltd., Totnes. oni Building work, 
George Wimpey & Co.. Hammersmith. 
Wilts : Building work, Sims Bros., Salisbury. 
Devon: Miscellaneous work, Pearn Bros., Lid. 


Plymouth. Notts: Miscellaneous work, 

Rouse & Sons, Mansfield Woodhouse. rk. H- 
land: Painting work, Reid Bros., Carlisle. 
Hampshire : Building work, Staverton 


ee me. S - otnes 
ight houses a Maxst, 
RDC: *F. @ 3. Childs £060. °°" 
Nuneaton.—<8 _ flats, chore, st.. for B.C.: 
*Morris & Jacombs, Ltd., Birmingham, £80,962. 
Ossett.—36 houses at Love-la., for PL... -J.| P. 
Ogden, A.M.Inst.C.E., Boro’ 3 Town Hall: 
*Albert pr hon Ltd., 137, Armthorpe- td., Don- 
o—. £4 pa 
undie Thrapston.—32 houses at four 
sites, for RDC. Architects, Gotch, Saunders & 
Surridge, Bank-chbrs., Kettering. Six at Steke 
Doyle: ‘*Turner & Spendlove, Titchmarch. 
Kettering, £8,506; 16 at Thrapston: *Mallard & 
Pateman, Ltd.. Finedon, yetlingborangh. 
£21,408; six at Thrapston: *G. R. Beeby & ( 
Woodford, Kettering, £8,166; four at Thorpe 
Waterville: *Turner & Spendlove, £5.671 
St. Ives.—20 houses at Green Leys estate, for 
7: E. Price Lavender (F.), 17a, The Broad- 
way, St. Ives, Hunts :-— 
Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Sturton-st., 
Cambridge 
John Brignell & Co., 42, Newmarket- rd., 
Cambridge... W842 
— Ltd., Godmanchester, Hunting- 


30,704 
a Constructions, Ltd., 1, Market- 
St. Ives, Hunts 29.460 
we _ =m & Son, High-st., Somers- 
ham, Hunts 


29,360 

Southampton. —Alterations and war “damage 

repairs (Stage 2) at Southampton Technical 

et, for A” = hates Pn Arch. (A.), 
oro. A. . Tin e + 

Southampton, eee c on, Chapel-rd., 


South Westmoriand.—Six houses at Burton. 
for R.D.C.: *Mr. G. F. Postlethwa‘te, Grange. 
£1,268 each. 


Stockton.—Additional classrooms to Oxbridge 
School, Stockton: *Thornton Construction Co.. 
Ltd., 30, Bridge-st., Stockton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Dairy. Chureh-rd.. for the 
Stockton Co-op. Society, Wellington-st., Stock 
ton: *Society’s Building Dept. 

Sunderland.— Addition, to church ‘n Tunstall- 
rd.: *C. Plemper, Ltd., St. Hilda’s Works, 
Seaaean 

Sunderland.—Erection of a commnnity centre 
adjoining the Grange Park County School. for 
E.C.: *Direct Labour by the Education Works 
Dept. £2,686. 

Swansea.—Castle- *. reconstruction: Contract 
No. 2: (Nos. 2%, 35, %. 38 and 39). for Naa 
Architects. Henry A. Ellis & Son (F/L.), 6, 
Wind-st.. Swansea. Onantity Surveyor, B Ww. 
Ellis, F.R.LCS.. 2. De la Beche-st., Swansea: 
tE. Turner & Sons. Ltd. 

Tettenhall —— houses at Kingsley- 
av., for U.D.C.: . M. Healey, Ltd., Wolver- 
hampton, £19,986. 

Tynemouth.— Erection of jun‘or school and ex- 
tensions a the Collingwood infants’ school. 

Architect, H. Gray, Camden-st.. North 
Shields : “° ™M Liddell, 36, Great North-rd., 
Gosforth, Neweastle. 

Wallasey.—School clinic at Merton-rd., for 
B.: *Cheshire Contractors, Ltd.. Mellock-la., 
Neston, Wallasey, £5.750 

Wallsend.—Block of drawi ing offices at ship- 
yard of Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson. 
Ltd.. Wal'send. Architects. Sheppard & 
Shufflebo‘ham, 21. Coram-st., W.C.1: *Holland & 
Hannen and Cubi‘t, London. 

Wandsworth.—Works for B.C. Superstructure 
to three 3-storey and one 6-storey blocks of flats 
(9% dwellings) and boilerhouse and electricity 
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sub-station which will complete first phase of 
development of Wimbledon Park-rd. housing 
scheme, Southfields :— 
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THE BUILDER 


Rowley Bros., Lid., . £154,781 
Humphreys, Ltd., SW 154,244 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Tid, ‘S.W.1 152,135 


gel Construction Co., , Lid., 


F. Kearley, ‘Lid., W.4 *. 149/619 
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London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 80rt 
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Chief Administration : 

7, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C. 
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*M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., North Cheam, 
Surrey : 7,237 
Unera tiiasizaéiion Co., Ltd., W.14 . slate 
tincreased to £148, 414 after checking, 


Erection of 3-storey block “of six flats (Type 


1A) at Lessar-av. (No. 2) housing site, 
Clapham :— 
. & Denning, Ltd., S8.W.19 ... £11,682 
Cc. Kearley, Ltd., W. 4 wos - 11,574 
aad Construction Co., Ltd.. W.14 ... 11,254 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., 8.W.9 11,2% 
Arnull Construction Co., Lid.. Southail 11,203 
Matthew James & Co., iyid-, E3 11,072 
Orr (Ealing), Ltd., 10,954 
a = Bais hall, Ltd., “Buékhurst Hiil, 
10,623 
Fic ay Lid., Barking - oa 10,539 
The Bunting Construction Co., ea 
S.W.2 10,512 
Tamworth ‘Park Construction Co., sr 
Mitcham 10,397 
*Soar & Co., Ltd., ‘Bermondsey, S.E.1 10,105 


Ware.—Two pairs of bungalows Po Widford, 
for R.D.C. A. D. G. Goold, S., 97, New-rd. 
Quantities by H. J. Venning & Partners: 
*Trundles, Ltd., The Gables, Widford-rd., 
a. £3,294 (subject to M. O.H. approval). 

Worsley.—88 houses for U.D.C.: *C. & J. 
Seddon, Little Hulton, near Bolton. 


me ESSEX STEEL 
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WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 














Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb, London “’ 






The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


reduce handling, erection 
and plastering costs 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 
PADDINGTON, W.2. 


4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADdington 706I 
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OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel. : LADbroke 2879 
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